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FOX, ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


WE DON’T ONLY SERVICE QUALITY CARS... 
EVEN THOUGH OUR TEAM DOES SERVICE THEM EXPERTLY 


WE ALSO SELL CARS THAT HAVE BEEN 
QUALITY INSPECTED (at least 161 check points) 


Our current range extends from Silver Clouds and 
Silver Shadows to early model Silver Spirits all 
through to ‘almost new’ motor cars. Most have very 


low mileage and all are in excellent condition. 


Like any true aristocrat our cars have impeccable 


presentation and a known lineage. 


We also have a new 1998 model Silver Spur available 


for inspection. 


Please call for full details of our special service 
promotions and a comprehensive list of available 


motor cars. 


We could even sell you a Bentley. 


SYDNEY Sales: SYDNEY Service: MELBOURNE Sales and Service 
46 Neild Avenue, 66 O’Riordan Street, 210 Kings Way, 

Rushcutters Bay NSW 2011 Alexandria NSW 2015 South Melbourne VIC 3205 
Phone: (02) 9380 8188 Phone: (02) 9380 8188 Phone: (03) 9696 0888 
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A Message from Graham Morris 
The Chief Executive, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, 
offers his company’s view of the sell-off 


Brae Cottage Centenary 
Tom Clarke visited F.H. Royce’ s famous 
Knutsford home earlier this year 


The Southern Aurora Overlander 
Wendy Friezer takes us on the Overlander from 
Sydney to the Phillip Island Federal Rally 


The ‘Inlander’ 
Martin Bennett describes the shorter but still 
enjoyable inland route to the Rally 


From the Bottom to the Top 
Shirley Missen takes us from the bottom of main- 
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Wherry on this spectacular tour in China 


A Shocking Experience 
George Shores on replacing shock absorbers 
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Front Cover Photos: 


Upper: Keith Wherry (N.S.W.) in his 1912 Silver Ghost (2133) with a much older form of 
transport amid very pretty countryside on the Louis Vuitton China Run in June. Photo by 
Dennis Lingane (W.A.). 

Lower: New South Wales member David Neely's 1929 Phantom Ii (120XJ) Jackson, Jones 
& Collins limousine at ‘Burnima’, Bombala, N.S.W., on the Southern Aurora Overlander to 
the Phillip Island Federal Rally. Photo by Allan Simpson (N.S.W.). 


From the Editor 


Auf weidesehen, Rolls-Royce 


The ownership issue seemed to have 
been resolved just after our last edition 
went to press. All members would now 
be aware that the Vickers shareholders 
agreed in early June to sell Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd to Volkswagen AG of 
Germany. Therefore, Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars are now products of a Ger- 
man company, so the customary argu- 
ments about whether Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley or certain German marques are 
the ‘best in the world’ are now academic 
as they are now all German. 

As expected, soon after the aggree- 
mentto sell to VW was announced, BMW 
chairman Bernd Pischetsrieder was 
quoted in the press as saying: “BMW will 
now terminate the agreements covering 
the current supply of components to 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars and our co- 
operation in general”. However, this sub- 
sequently turned out to be more of the 
posturing that we have seen so much of, 
and on July 28th the bombshell came. 

Much has been said and written about 
Rolls-Royce Ple, the aero engine Com- 
pany, and its ownership of the Rolls- 
Royce name and main trademarks. On 
July 10th the London Daily Telegraph 
reported that “Sir Ralph Robins, Rolls- 
Royce chairman, has indicated that the 
marque is for sale”. Rolls-Royce Plc had 
shown its hand and was asserting its 
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The Australian contingent at the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally was much smaller than usual this year. At 


Cottesbrooke Hall, Northants, we were able to muster, from left to right: Neil McLean (W.A.), David 
Turner (Vic.), Mick Rust (W.A.), Tom Clarke (W.A.), Russell Rolls (Vic.), Victor Steiner (Vic.), Diana 
Jones (Vic.), David Jones (Vic.), Fiona Clarke (W.A.). Tom & Fiona are, of course, U.K. residents. 


ownership of the Rolls-Royce brand 
name and, soon after, played this trump 
card in favour of its business partner, 
BMW. 

Obviously this threw a giant spanner 
into the works. As | reported in P.1-98, 
early indications when Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd was first offered for sale, 
were that VW only wanted the Bentley 
marque, and that there was a risk that the 
two marques could be separated, with 
BMW and VW sharing the spoils. In its 
final effect, that is precisely what has 
been “achieved”. 

BMW has bought the rights to the 


Out of India. David & Diana Jones with Peter & Polly Vacher, who were entering into the spirit of 
their amazing ex-Maharajah 1926 20 h.p. Windovers cabriolet (GSK15, right), which Peter 


brought out of India in pieces. Note the b 
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ells and whistles. Photos this page from Diana Jones. 
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Rolls-Royce brand name from Rolls- 
Royce Pic for £40 million. Ostensibly, 
that left VW with the Bentley marque 
only, along with a Rolls-Royce car com- 
plete with grille and mascot but no 
marque name, and no engines for either! 

However, in an amazingly short time 
it was announced that BMW would 
license the Rolls-Royce name to VW until 
2002, as well as maintaining engine sup- 
plies over that period. After that, produc- 
tion of “Rolls-Royce” cars will transfer to 
BMW and Crewe will be left as a Bentley- 
only factory. 

It looks as though BMW's planned 9 
Series, now under development and in- 
tended to be badged as either a BMW or 
a “Rolls-Royce”, will now carry the hal- 
lowed name after all, from 2003. A new 
factory will be established in England and 
Rolls-Royce Pic will invest in it and have 
a place on the board. 

This hints at what could have been. 
Instead, we have the parting of the ways 
of the two marques in a final outcome that 
is difficult to see as other than an un- 
mitigated calamity for both. 


Family silver 


Many members would have seen the 
excellent article in the May 1998 edition 
of CAR magazine,under the heading 
‘Selling off the Family Silver’. For those 
who did not see it, | strongly urge you to 
find a copy if you have even a passing 
interest in the sale of Rolls-Royce. It 
makes fascinating reading. | will quote 
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just one paragraph from the article: 

“You might at least have hoped for a 
bit of dignity as Britain’s last great motor- 
ing name was auctioned off, for honour- 
able behaviour among the suitors for the 
Spirit of Ecstasy. But the battle for Rolls 
has been a messy scrap, a soap-opera 
of subterfuge, manipulation and public 
posturing by some of the world’s biggest 
car-making names. It has also dragged 
on for months.” 

Indeed. In fact, the word ‘appalling’ 
comes all too readily to mind, that being 
the most popular description of the out- 
come that | have heard amongst our 
members. 

The CAR article ended by optimist- 
ically claiming that “Rolls and Bentley 
cars will always be British, wherever 
ownership lies”. You have to admire their 
faith in the impossible. 


Canute? 


Quite a few members commented 
that the cartoon in the last issue really hit 
the nail squarely on the head. At around 
the same time, another cartoon ap- 
peared in the Western Australia Branch 
newsletter, the Winged Messenger, ap- 
parently conveying the message that 
PRAECLARUM, and/or its Editor, has 
been putting across a point of view that 
Rolls-Royce could or should, like King 
Canute, attempt to resist the tide of 21st 
Century motoring. This is disappointing 
because it suggests a failure on my part 
to adequately put across the intended 
message of opposition to foreign owner- 
ship of a great British company, not its 
progress into the 21st Century. 


What else was said in the U.K.? 


The May/June issue of the Rolls- 
Royce Enthusiasts’ Club Bulletin gives 
us some clues about the home view of 
the sale. Some quotes from the floor of 
the Vickers AGM were passed to Bulletin 
Editor Peter Baines. They include: “It is 
an insult to the British automotive engin- 
eering and design industry to say there 
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Sir David Huddie, 1916-1998 


David Patrick Huddie joined Rolls-Royce Ltd at 
Derby in 1939, designing critical components for the 
Merlin, which powered the Spitfire, Hurricane and Lan- 
caster. After the War he was involved in adapting the 
Merlin for commercial use, becoming Chief Develop- 
ment Engineer in 1953. He became Managing Director of 
the then Aero Engine Division in 1965, and was knighted 


in 1968. 


Sir David Huddie was responsible for the ambitious 
RB211 jet engine project that propelled Rolls-Royce into 
the wide-bodied passenger jet era, but not before it had 
brought the Company into receivership at the end of 1970. 


Together with Chairman Sir Denning Pearson, Sir David Huddie was strongly criticised 
for his role in the financial collapse of the Company, and accepted the blame with 
equanimity. The RB211 went on to become a great technical and commercial success, 
and last year Sir David wryly remarked that “as a failure, it hasn’t done badly”. In fact, 
of course, it was never a failure, and its distinctive three-shaft design forms the basis 
of today’s outstandingly successful Trent series engines that power the latest wide- 
bodied jets such as the Airbus A330 and A340, and the Boeing 777. Last year 
Rolls-Royce accounted for over a third of the world’s civil engine sales, despite the 
difficulties of selling in the United States where the home-built product enjoys obvious 
advantages. There can be little doubt that Sir David Huddie sowed the seeds of this 
success. He died in Bakewell, Derbyshire, on May 14th. 


is no credible British bid for Rolls-Royce. 
It is a tragedy for the U.K.” and “This is 
dreadful. Rolls-Royce is part of our 
heritage. This deal is beyond the pale. 
There is a lot more to this than has been 
said. Assets like Rolls-Royce should not 
be sellable.” Another shareholder said: 
“Sentiment is important. | want to be 
proud of the company | invest in.” 
Demands were made for the board to 
resign, but in the end of course the 
majority shareholders, mainly institutions 
such as banks, life insurance groups and 
the like, with multiple votes and primarily 
concerned with their own bottom lines, 
held sway by a massive margin of votes. 
Some of these cast their multiple votes in 
favour of the sale to Volkswagen in 
advance of the meeting, and were there- 
fore never going to be swayed by the 
views of small shareholders. 


Stolen 


Martin Bennett 


At the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally, a few 
days after the fateful announcement, 
some members were seen wearing black 
arm-bands. A sincere gesture, but unfor- 
tunately too little, too late. 


U.K. bid failures 


Vickers Chairman Sir Colin Chandler 
explained that British bids for Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars were rejected be- 
cause Rolls-Royce needed to go to a 
major car builder, and would have had a 
“limited future” as an independent com- 
pany. 

How then, | wonder, could the suc- 
cess of TVR or Morgan be explained? 
Neither can build cars fast enough to 
meet the demand, and | doubt that either 
of these fiercely independent companies 
would regard its future as “limited”. TVR’s 
fine car even has its own unique, British- 


In July this year a person known to me and my employees entered my workshop and removed a pair of Edwardian Silver Ghost 
petrol and oil pressure gauges which were being worked on at the time. Unknown to this person one of my employees witnessed the 
removal of the gauges but was too timid to apprehend. He has, however, positively identified the person concerned. The gauges have 


serial numbers and other means of ready identification. I wish to avoid a confrontation, so the person concerned is asked to return the 
gauges immediately via the postal system, in which case neither I nor my staff member will ever mention this to anybody else. These 
gauges are from one of my own cars and I am extremely upset by their loss. 


Robert McDermott 
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Alan Robert (Qid.) sent this photograph, taken in 1960, of the 1936 Phantom Ill (3AZ56) as 
restored by the late Don Busch (Vic.). This was the first outing for the chassis after the remarkable 
restoration. The handsome Thrupp & Maberly sedanca de ville coachwork was subsequently 
refitted, unrestored. Your Editor remembers Don as a somewhat flamboyant Melbourne figure 
who was killed in the late 1960s when his P51 Mustang fighter aircraft crashed. 


designed and -built V-8 engine. 

As | reported previously, soon after 
the Rolls-Royce Action Committee was 
formed, | was invited to join, and did so 
in anticipation of helping to fight what | 
saw, and still see, as a cause with right 
on its side. | was soon dismayed to see 
the group, which was later to be renamed 
the Rolls-Royce Acquisition Consortium, 
fragment in a bewildering number of dif- 
ferent directions as various individual 
members acted according to the 
vagaries of human nature. 

It is my opinion that had the Comm- 
ittee held together as originally planned, 
its aims were perfectly achievable. For 
my own part, | feel justified in my sense 
of pride at having been involved, albeit 
peripherally, in an historic though spec- 
tacularly failed attempt to preserve two of 
the Rolls-Royce and Bentley marques’ 
most essential characteristics — their 
Britishness and unity — both of which are 
now lost to the cut and thrust of the 
‘global economy’. 


What now? 


The full meaning of my past refer- 
ences to “the end of authentic Rolls- 
Royce history” should now be clear. 
Rolls-Royce has been shown to be mere- 
ly a brand name, albeit still a prestigious 
one, transferable between motor car 
manufacturers. Over the next five years 
we will see “Rolls-Royce” cars made by 
two different German-owned manufac- 


turers, and the historic nexus between 
the Rolls-Royce and Bentley marques 
broken despite all assurances. 

Perhaps this is the very point that | 
have overlooked all along. Perhaps the 
ethos of Rolls-Royce was always meant 
to be transferable to any other country. 
After all, Claude Johnson extended it to 
the United States, though not conspic- 
uously successfully (despite the very 
high standards achieved), and not for 
very long, partly it is said because 
wealthy Americans preferred their Rolls- 
Royce cars to be British. 

Who knows? Decades from now, a 
club magazine editor in Germany might 
put up some futile resistance to the loss 
of the Rolls-Royce marque to Korea or 
China, perhaps also lamenting the tradi- 
tional pressed radiator shell giving way 
to plastic injection moulding! Couldn't 
happen, do | hear you say? Less than a 
year ago German ownership, pressed 
grilles, and deals to divide ownership of 
the Rolls-Royce and Bentley marques 
among German buyers would have been 
equally unthinkable. 


Thank you 


| place on record my sincere thanks to 
the many members who took the trouble 
to contact me to offer encouragement in 
the stand | have taken, and in particular 
to that small minority of members, on all 
sides of the argument, who took the time 
to commit their thoughts to writing in the 
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form of letters to the Editor for the benefit 
of their fellow members. 

Ithas occurred to me thatsome others 
might have preferred that only the official 
Company line had been put in 
PRAECLARUM (though if there were 
any such people, none contacted me to 
say so). However, until very recently 
there had been no Company point of 
view to put, the Company having had 
nothing to say about — as well as no say 
in — its own fate. That, of course, was 
decided by the board and major share- 
holders of Vickers. Now that, at last, a 
Company point of view has arrived on the 
Editorial desk, it is published in this issue 
(p.3196). This is an historic document, 
but readers will not miss the irony when 
reading it in the light of more recent 
developments. 

| offer no apologies for having dealt 
with this vitally important issue with such 
strident outspokenness, though there is 
scant satisfaction in being vindicated by 
such a calamitous final outcome. 


Health food of a nation 


A.C.T. Branch President lan Irwin has 
written to advise that he has a Rolls- 
Royce booklet, which lists service 
agents, dated August 1962 and bearing 
the owner name Peters Ice Cream (Vic- 
toria) Ltd. lan says that he would be 
pleased to give it to the present owner of 
the car to which it belongs, most likely a 
Silver Cloud II or Bentley S2. If you have 
a car from around that time that was 
originally owned by Peters, please con- 
tact lan on 02-6281-6925. 


Unleaded? No problem 


Matt Sysak has contacted me from 
Pennsylvania to advise that he is over- 
hauling the engine of his Silver Wraith 
(WGC16, our front cover car on P.3-92) 
for, he believes, the first time since the 
car was built. 

Matt says that since unleaded petrol 
became unavailable to U.S. motorists 
some years ago the car has covered 
28,000 miles, and shows not the slightest 
sign of valve seat recession, pitting, or 
any other problem supposedly assoc- 
iated with the use of unleaded fuels in 
older cars. 

There is a message in this, besides 
the obvious one that the motor car 
engines that Rolls-Royce used to make 
are extraordinarily rugged and long lived. 
Perhaps it tells us that we need not fear 
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the impending loss of unleaded petrol 
from the market, at least as far as Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars are concerned, 
provided fuel with a sufficiently high 
octane rating continues to be available 
for the higher compression ratio cars. 
The absence of lead as such should not 
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be a problem. 


This issue 

This edition of PRAECLARUM is 
largely given over to coverage of tours, 
on which the magnificent attributes of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley moicr cars 


From the Federal President 


Sale of RRMC Ltd 


No point in flogging a dead horse: 
suffice it to say that we are all very dis- 
appointed that the ownership of the Com- 
pany has transferred, as of July 4th 1998, 
to the predatory firm Volkswagen. This 
firm has now consumed Audi, Lambor- 
ghini and Cosworth, and now, | hear, has 
its eyes on Volvo Trucks. The Club wrote 
to Rolls-Royce expressing our concern 
at the likelihood of the Company being 
sold to a foreign owner, but with little 
effect. Given that less than 0.5% of our 
members have ever bought a brand new 
car can we be surprised that little notice 
is taken of our protestations? Neverthe- 
less, | am confident that the Company 
appreciated the profile which the Club 
has provided to its product, and over the 
years we have enjoyed the use of the 
trademarks and other special privileges 
in return. 

However, one cannot help feeling a 
sense of loss. But whatever the future 
holds, we will continue to derive great 
enjoyment from those cars produced be- 
tween April 1st 1904 and July 4th 1998. 
They can’t take that away from us! 
Depending upon the final outcome of the 
whole fiasco, the Club will need to re- 
assess what constitutes an ‘eligible 
motor car’. This was flagged at the last 
meeting of Federal Council in April, and 
no doubt there will be some lively discus- 
sion at next year’s meeting. 


Federal President goes West 


A number of Branches have kindly 
invited me to various functions in my 
official capacity, and it always gives me 
great pleasure when | am able to accept. 
Some time ago the W.A. Branch invited 
me over, and at this year’s Federal Rally 
Val Keogh reinforced an invitation to at- 
tend their President's Dinner and Trophy 


Presentation in June. How could | refuse 
such an offer? 

The evening at the Parmelia Hilton 
was an outstanding success: the decora- 
tions, the menu and wines, even the 
speeches, were all perfectly organised 
by Jan Jones and her helpers. Congrat- 
ulations to all concerned for a wonderful 
evening, and also to the trophy winners. 

Val and son-in-law Alex Bryce hosted 
me (and my young nephew) on Sunday 
to a visit to Roger Fry’s, followed by a 
drive through the hills, finishing with a 
late lunch at Val’s. That was a memor- 
able day, especially seeing Roger's 
extraordinary work, taking a long ride in 
Mark Babidge’s Phantom | and then to 
drive Val’s PI. Thank you to all in the W.A. 
Branch for your hospitality. 


New membership year 


July is the start of the new member- 
ship year and each Branch will hold its 
AGM within the following few months. To 
those who are retiring from Branch Com- 
mittee positions let me thank you 
sincerely for your time in office. | will 
always remain most grateful to those 
pillars of the Club who give so much of 
their time and effort for the benefit of 
other members. 

To those joining the executives or 
committees of the various Branches, 
congratulations on your appointment and 
welcome. | am sure you will find your time 
in these positions enjoyable and reward- 
ing. | have every confidence that the 
future of the Club is in good hands and 
look forward to working with each Branch 
for the duration of my own term as 
Federal President. 

| would particularly like to congratu- 
late Val Keogh on her election to Presi- 
dent of the W.A. Branch. | have no 
memory of any prior female Branch 
President, though I'm sure there must 


come most sharply into focus. We have 
tours to and from the Phillip Island 
Federal Rally, and a wonderful tour in 
China by Keith Wherry and several other 
Club members. Next issue: a close look 
at the Silver Dawn. 

Martin Bennett 


have been one or two. | think it will be 
great for the Club. It is a sign of the times 
and, | hope, of things to come. Con- 
gratulations also to Tony Ward (N.S.W.) 
and John Richardson (S.A.) who have 
been elected to the top spots in their 
respective Branches. 


Ramblings 


Neil McLean again represented the 
Club at this year’s Inter-Clubs and Spare 
Parts meetings with the Company at the 
Hunt House in June, for which | thank 
him. Neil will be providing a report on the 
outcomes, which will be published for 
your information in a future issue of 
PRAECLARUM. 

| continue to read with interest the 
various Branch newsletters and have 
noticed over a period of time their 
markedly improved content and quality. 
This is another of those tasks which re- 
quires a special person for it to be suc- 
cessful, and we are indeed fortunate as 
a Club that such capable volunteers have 
come forward. On a sadder note, | hear 
that Melva Tomkins has had to give up 
the Editorship of the N.S.W. Branch 
newsletter, London & Derby. This is one 
newsletter that has gone ahead in leaps 
and bounds under Melva’s control, 
assisted by her husband Bob. The next 
Editor has a task ahead of him or her to 
maintain the standard. Good luck. 


Happy Motoring, 
lan Dunn 
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A Message from Graham Morris, 
Chief Executive, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Limited 


“Many people around the world must be wondering what 
it is like to be working at Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor 
Cars right now. So much has been seen in the media about 
the proposed sale of our company over the last few months, 
that it may seem strange to many that we, who are the focus 
of all this attention, have not actually made any formal 
statement. We believe the time is now right to make our 
views known. 

We have been in the news for other important reasons since 
the beginning of March, that is the launches of completely new 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley models. The new Rolls-Royce Silver 
Seraph, only the ninth completely new Rolls-Royce in our 94 
year history, and its stablemate the Bentley Arnage, have been 
greeted with outstanding acclaim. It is so satisfying when all of 
our hard work and the pride and passion of our 2,600 employees 
over the last three years is received so well by both the media 
and our customers. 

Over the last four years we have seen a resurgence in our 
fortunes. We have left the difficult days of the early 1990s 
behind us, have increased our retail sales and market share over 
the last four years consistently and our return on sales has been 
commendable. 

At the same time investment by ourselves and our parent, 
Vickers Plc, has been unprecedented in its scale and the change 
it has brought about. The result is that we are set for a bright 
future, and with new manufacturing facilities, a new body 
assembly hall, new systems, and new franchise and corporate 
image around the world, and of course two new models. In all, 
we have experienced nothing less than a renaissance of this great 
company. 

As a result of a review of our plans for the future, Vickers 
could see that we are ambitious and determined to remain 
pre-eminent in our niche at the top of the luxury car market. 
They had a choice: invest in us in the long term and deny their 
other activities the investment cash they need, or invest instead 
in those activities that-are their core competencies, their histori- 
cal strengths. They chose the latter, in the correct belief that we 
would have a greater chance of achieving our ambitions under 
a large automotive company with the vision, and financial 
strength to support it. Whilst we recognise the tremendous 
commitment we have received from Vickers over the last 6 or 
7 years in particular, we welcome the opportunity this gives us. 

We are asked whether we have a preference between BMW 
and VW. Consistently we have said that an automotive parent 
is what we need for economies of scale in component supply 
and research and development, and in distribution opportunities, 
we there therefore see a win-win opportunity in the present 
situation. Both companies have indicated an intention to secure 
and increase employment and investment at Crewe, our home 
for the last sixty one years in North West England. 

There has been a great deal written recently about the poten- 
tial negative results of the conflict between these two great 


marques and the involvement of Rolls-Royce Plc. We believe 
that all these companies wish to see Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Motor Cars grow and prosper, and would have no desire to harm 
our company or our employees in the event of whomever 
winning or losing. These are global companies with great ex- 
pertise, high business standards and public credibility which 
they value highly, and would not wish to damage in any way. 

It is also important to point out that, whoever buys us some 
things will not change at Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars: 

We will always build individual motor cars for individual 
customers, incorporating their own particular requirements. 

We will always blend appropriate technology and hand- 
craftsmanship to achieve motor cars with the unique character 
that could only be Rolls-Royce or Bentley, as recently 
epitomised once more with the new Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph 
and Bentley Arnage. 

Our new owner will arrive at an exciting time. The new 
Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph and Bentley Arnage have been ex- 
tremely well received by customers and the media alike. We are 
securing orders as customers have the opportunity to see and 
drive the motor cars, and they are expressing their delight in our 
new creations. 

We see the forthcoming transfer of ownership to a large 
automotive manufacturer as a great opportunity, and a way of 
securing our future growth and prosperity, and certainly not as 
a threat to our identity. 

We look forward to further considered investment in our 
factory at Crewe, as any new owner will be adding to the detailed 
product plans that have been prepared to lead us to an exciting 
series of product developments over the next ten years, and into 
the future, subject of course to the proper returns on that invest- 
ment. 

I would like to close by re-stating one crucial point. The 
essence and character of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars is 
derived from the way they are built at Crewe by our highly 
skilled and very proud craftsmen and women, engineers and 
support staff. The intrinsic quality of these motor cars is the 
result of the finest materials and components sourced, as they 
always have been, from around the world, and the way we 
assemble them into our unique motor cars. This will not be 
adversely affected in any way by new ownership of our com- 
pany, quite the opposite, they will encourage and enhance it.” 


Graham Morris, 
Chief Executive, 
May 26th, 1998 


Stop Press 
Graham Morris resigned as Chief Executive on July 31st, 
citing “the recent announcement that could potentially see 
the Rolls-Royce business move away from Crewe”. 
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in 1945 when the hedges were lower! 
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Brae Cottage, Knutsford, in 1998 glimpsed above the hedge. The car is Tom Clarke's very handsome 
1939 Wraith (WMB64) H.J. Mulliner saloon. The experimental ‘Silver Ripple' was photographed here 


Brae Cottage centenary 


By Tom Clarke (U.K.) 


In late June Fiona and I were able to 
enjoy a chamber music concert in the 
entrance parlour of Royce’s celebrated 
house in Knutsford, 1998 being its centen- 
ary. 

James Smith, the owner of thirty years 
and the son-in-law of that great Rolls- 
Royce collector the late Kenneth Neve, 
invited us to look around. From 1898 to 
1908 Minnie Royce enjoyed this superb 
house with its two walled gardens, one 
with Royce’s treasured fruit trees, and 
steep terraced wood below the house. It 
was in this house that Royce did some of 
his car design and he drove here in all the 
early cars including the first Silver Ghosts. 
He probably entertained Rolls here on his 
regular visits north. 

There are many interesting interior fea- 
tures, but none that stand out as Roycean. 
They were probably all part of Paul 
Ogden’s plan. He was the architect Royce 
employed here and for a survey of the 
Derby factory site. The main rooms are oak 
panelled and two at least contain superb 
fireplaces with double oak columns. The 
ceilings are in a framework style, very 
ornate in the large dining room. An un- 
usual feature in two of the rooms I saw was 


a raised stage in large window bays. This 
enabled the occupants to sit more intimate- 
ly and take in the wonderful garden views 
through the large glazing. 

Externally there are several areas 
designed for small seated gatherings — 
above the entrance, at the side leading to 
one of the gardens (now a tennis court) and 
above a small building at the rear just 
below the house. This building housed two 


gas engines which powered the electricity 
supply (ornate switches are still inside the 
house). Next to this building is the rockery 
for arresting the early cars if they rolled on 
the incline. 

The house was enlarged in one corner 
c.1920 to provide more bedrooms, with a 
garage below. It is an inviting building to 
enter, and roaming around Royce’s garden 
you somehow feel right at home! dl 


Royce’s enclosed fruit tree garden at Brae Cottage, 1998. He lit this area by electric light 
generated by two gas engines in a building near the flagpole. Some of the fruit trees are ancient 
and probably date to Royce's day. The garden on the other side of the left brick wall is now a 
tennis court. In front of the house is a further formal enclosed garden, and there is much more 


x 
© 


garden below the house. Royce must have had help for its maintenance. 


Wee Wo kia’ ty 
Allan Simpson (left) and Eric Lang, both N.S. 
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W. Branch stalwarts, ably organised the Southern Aurora Overlander. They 


are seen here with the Overlander plaque and Damien Trenouth’s Bentley S1 Continental (BC44AF). Photo by the Editor. 


The Southern Aurora Overlander 
to the Phillip Island Federal Rally, April 5th-9th 


The start of every major Overlander is 
always a grand occasion and the aptly 
named ‘Southern Aurora’, evocative of 
both the southern ‘lights’ and great train 
journey from Sydney to Melbourne, was 
no exception. Royal Randwick Race- 
course in Sydney’s east was a picture of 
autumn flowers, manicured grass and of 
course, thoroughbreds — preened and 
champing at the bit ready for the start. This 
was the gathering place for the start of the 
N.S.W. Branch’s annual Commemoration 
Run which formed the first leg of the run 
to Phillip Island and some 45 proper motor 
cars and 115 members and guests had 
come from near and far to enjoy the event 
and the sunshine. 

A Dixieland Band played as welcomes 
were made, morning tea taken and NRMA 
Overlander packs collected. These were 
filled with useful necessities — well- 
researched route instructions, maps, and 
Protectolene. Fox Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
had generously provided the luggage van 
presided over by Eric Lang and resplen- 
dent with R-R flag and Overlander sign 
matching the Southern Aurora car badge, 


By Wendy Friezer (N.S.W.) 


it gradually filled with luggage from those 
in older vehicles and ‘riders’. 

“Mount up and start your engines” was 
called as the Band swung into that great 
Australian song ‘The Road to Gundagai’ 
— (or, as the original Gold Rush over- 
landers know, “There’s an old Silver 
Ghost, more ancient than the most ...”). 
Unfortunately, there were no Silver Ghosts 
on this Overlander as an earlier rally meant 
many were already in Melbourne. In age 
order and to enthusiastic Grand Prix style 
flagging off by well-loved media person- 
ality Gary O’Callaghan, the Southern 
Aurora and Commemoration Run cars 
pulled out of Sydney. In a very early start 
to the day, Gary had interviewed Over- 
lander organiser Allan Simpson that morn- 
ing on Radio 2UE, whilst Eric had spoken 
on 2BL., 

The Commemoration Run lunch venue, 
Panorama House at Stanwell Tops with its 
spectacular coastal views, provided a 
photogenic backdrop for cars lined up on 
the grass. After an Italian Banquet lunch 
Tom Clarke, who had come from England 
to enjoy another great motoring experi- 


ence, proposed a very moving Toast to the 
Company, recounting decisions made by a 
younger Henry Royce when once he had 
come to crossroads. The Reply on behalf 
of the Company by Stuart Groves was 
equally inspiring. 

Following the sumptuous lunch the 
Overlanders motored on south alongside 
the coastal escarpment to Shoalhaven 
Heads, to overnight at the 1822 convict- 
built Coolangatta Estate with its multi- 
plicity of old village buildings set amid the 
foothills of Mt. Coolangatta. The Estate is 
now a resort with charming bedrooms in 
converted farm cottages, blacksmith’s 
shop and stables. At High Tea in the Great 
Hall, Tom’s earlier Toast to the Company, 
the essence of diplomacy in what is prov- 
ing a difficult time for all lovers of the 
marque, earned him the first day Over- 
lander Backscratcher Award. 

International member Bob Nicholson 
from San Francisco, quickly made many 
friends as he recounted his motoring ex- 
ploits and preparations for them. Bob 
rallies about 12,000 miles a year in one or 
other of his large immediate post-war fleet 
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and was looking forward to this rally. 

Coolangatta proved the first of many 
welcome respites from the faster pace of 
the cities. The athletic Andy McFarland 
soon found the swimming pool and early 
next moming Jack & Merryl Godfrey and 
others went walking amongst the Estate’s 
cool country vineyards. 

The Overlander vehicles ranged from 
pre-war — David, Linda and Danielle 
Neely in their 1929 Phantom I and the 
McFarlands’ 1936 25/30 limousine, 
through the immediate post-war cars — 
Silver Dawns of veteran Overlanders 
Lloyd & Shirley Missen (with four Over- 
lander badges neatly protected behind a 
perspex screen) and Jack & Merryl 
Godfrey, Tony Ward’s Bentley Mk VI and 
the R-type of David Marshall-Martin 
which was often driven on the tour by John 
Elmes. Former Vice-Regal cars included 
Phantom V SVF159 with its Peking to 
Paris Rally signage still in place (John 
Matheson & Jeanne Eve) and the 1978 
Silver Wraith Il LRH32854 of keen Over- 
lander, Bob Boscoe. Bob drove from Tas- 
mania with family Tony & Gillian Last 
(Tony was understandably reluctant to 
give up the wheel of LRH32854). One has 
to be termed ‘keen’ if one drives from 
Devonport to Sydney to join the Over- 
lander, then back south with it to Phillip 
Island, then north to Canberra with the 
Post-Rally Tour, before driving south 
again home to Tasmania! 

Others travelling from afar came from 
Queensland — Jack & Pat Rodgers (Silver 
Shadow) and long time members, Jeff & 
Lola Priddle (S1) and Wallace & Kerry 
Moorhouse (Silver Shadow). 

The more modern contingent included 
Eric & Bettie Hart in their 1979 Silver 
Shadow II and Barrie & Norene Childs 
with passengers Gwen and Charles Rich in 
their Silver Spirit, all of whom had come 
to enjoy their first Overlander. 

The second day was a short run down 
the coast to one of the highlights of the 
route. The Shoalhaven region is home to 
Australia’s largest operational Naval es- 
tablishment and the Navy’s only Air Sta- 
tion, Army Parachute Training School and 
RAN Historic Flight base, located at 
HMAS Albatross at Nowra. 

Jack Godfrey earned the day’s Back- 
scratcher award for aptly managing with 
true R-R aplomb to drive straight past 
security and right into the high security 
base. Obviously those guarding the might 
of Australia know to show the same 
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Commemoration Run and Southern Aurora Overlander cars at Royal Randwick Racecourse, 
ready for the ‘off’... 


reverence to Rolls-Royce as Club mem- 
bers do! 

Our destination, the Naval Air Museum 
and RAN Historic Flight alongside the 
base, was fascinating with another show 
of Rolls-Royce mystique and power — 
aviation style! Guides showed our group 
through the photographic and memorabilia 
display before letting us loose in the huge 
hangar containing the historic aircraft, en- 
gines, models of aircraft carriers, equip- 
ment, rockets and weaponry. Many aircraft 
have been restored for static display or to 
flight status (the Warbirds). There was 
much to keep our interest and quantum 
leaps forward from the first World War to 
the present day — a 1947 Polish MIG with 
a gas turbine engine developed from the 
Rolls-Royce Nene engine, 1962 Westland 
Wessex powered by Rolls-Royce Gazelle 
engine, utility helicopters with 685 h.p. 
R-R Nimbus 101 power plant, a Sopwith, 
Spitfire, Fairey Firefly and Sea Fury 
amongst many others — exploring the 
planes, helicopters and inter-active dis- 
plays could take days. Tom Clarke’s eagle 
eye found just one omission on a sign: 


... and at Stanwell Tops, near Wollongong. 


Claude Johnson had been left out of Rolls- 
Royce — the hyphen was missing! 

The Museum takes part in the ‘SEALS’ 
programme where young unemployed 
people learn a craft. They had already car- 
ried out a significant rebuild of a Westland 
Scout and were now restoring (from the 
ground up as we say) the old Humber car 
which formerly belonged to the Base Com- 
mander for display in the Museum. 

After lunch in the Flight Deck res- 
taurant a short drive took us through coas- 
tal scenery via the quaint village of Milton 
to Ulladulla, where many enjoyed after- 
noon tea overlooking the fishing fleet 
anchored in the man-made safe haven. We 
motored on through forests of rare pre- 
historic palms which Helen and Bruce 
Bagley identified as Cycads, to Murra- 
marang Resort on the pristine beachfront 
of Beagle Bay and surrounded by National 
Park. Our bungalows were set in acres of 
native flora with plenty of native fauna and 
birds. The resort is home to many tame 
kangaroos who frequently visit the bun- 
galow verandahs and beach and provide 
interesting encounters late at night. 
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The Overlanders, in a fine group shot taken at the Australian Naval Aviation Museum, Nowra. The aircraft, with its wings folded, is a Grumman 


Tracker, used for anti-submarine warfare. 


The Overlanders quickly settled in 
around the tropical lagoon pool and the 
hardy donned swimmers for a quick dip. 
John & Eve Hiscox in the red two-door 
Silver Shadow, more commonly known as 
“Howzat’, said their goodbyes that night as 
they were travelling back to Sydney for a 
Daimler Rally, before joining the return 
Tour from Phillip Island. 

Martin & Carol McCarthy took this 
opportunity to catch up with previous 20 
Horsepower owners for up-dates to be 
included in Tom’s forthcoming book on 
Rolls-Royce cars in Australia. 

Dinner that night was a care-free bar- 


Tom Clarke (U.K.), was quick to spot the absence of a hyphen in Rolls-Royce on the sponsors’ 


board at the museum. 


becue under the eager eyes of nearby 
possums with after dinner entertainment 
provided by a rousing rendition of a Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley version of ‘Driving 
Along in My Automobile’ (with sincere 
apologies to Chuck Berry) by Allan, Eric 
and the Mathesons, somehow making 
‘noise’ and ‘boys’ rock with the Bentley 
and Roll with the Royce! The infamous 
Overlander joke night followed with all 
jokes having to start with a car theme. Late 
arrival Mal Henderson, aided by wife 
Robyn, took the guernsey for the longest 
joke and there was no dispute about Alex 
McFarland’s win for the best one liner. 
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Peter Gamble and Kim Stapleton ably 
filled in any pauses in proceedings. The 
night was filled with the laughter and 
camaraderie for which Overlanders are 
renowned. 

Day Three brought more serious driv- 
ing and a step back in time. The green 
rolling hills of the south coast were now 
brown and ‘for sale’ signs on farms 
brought home the ravages of the five year 
long drought in eastern Australia. Continu- 
ing south on good roads the Overlander 
passed through Batemans Bay and Moruya 
to the dairy township of Bodalla and then 
Narooma before turing inland to the Na- 
tional Trust classified village of Central 
Tilba, population 70. 

Built from local timber during the 
1890s gold mining boom, Central Tilba is 
now the centre of the arts and crafts move- 
ment for the Far South Coast and reminis- 
cent of its origins shops include a cobbler, 
chair works, cheese factory, bakehouse 
and alpaca store. Nearby Tilba Tilba’s 
Love at First Bite café brought sustenance 
to many of our group, but proved to be 
Tony Ward’s downfall — the carpark that 
is, not the delicious food. A certain PV had 
committed exactly the same crime but had 
not been spied as it manoeuvred into the 
only area which would take its length —a 
Disabled Parking spot! And so another 
Backscratcher award was earned. 

Further south still past the marlin fish- 
ing base of Bermagui, we stopped at the 
Bega Cheese Factory and Heritage Centre. 
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This is a well presented reproduction of 
buildings constructed by the Co-op in 
1899, with interesting displays and cheese 


making carried out in the factory. 
Somewhere along the road that day, 
disaster struck for two cars — the 


McFarland 25/30 received a cracked head- 
light lens. A veteran Overlander, Andy 
McFarland had come well prepared for 
such an event, but his padded headlight 
covers were still tucked away in the boot! 
The problem was quickly fixed in the next 
town. Jeff & Lola Priddie’s Bentley S1 
B151CM had encountered points diff- 
iculty. Jeff’s engineering skills, a local 
tractor dealer and a box of tractor spares 
soon fixed that problem .... so much for 
mystique! These running repairs simply 
reinforce the durability of our precious 
steeds and bring back memories of much 
earlier rallies, where the only spare part in 
sight was fencing wire! Club stalwarts and 
great raconteurs Dick & Joy Donnelley 
travel in more comfort these days, bringing 
Magnolia Silver Spirit ASH15800 on this 
trip. Our evening in Merimbula was a ‘free 
night’ — nevertheless after washing down 
some of the cars and a quick walk around 
the town, many gathered in a local Thai 
restaurant for another night of fun and 
more washing down of a somewhat dif- 
ferent kind. Breakfast next morning was on 
the terrace, recuperating in the sun as we 
gathered strength for an event-packed day 
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Southern Aurora Overlander 
People and cars 


Bruce & Helen BAGLEY 
Bob BOSCOE 
Barrie & Norene CHILDS 
Tom CLARKE 
Dick & Joy DONNELLEY 
John ELMES 
Wendy FRIEZER 
Peter GAMBLE 
Jack & Merryl GODFREY 
Eric & Bettie HART 
Mal & Robyn HENDERSON 
John & Eve HISCOX 
Eric LANG 
Tony & Gillian LAST 
Martin & Carol MCCARTHY 
Andrew & Alex McFARLAND 
David MARSHALL-MARTIN 
John MATHESON 

& Jeanne EVE 
Lloyd & Shirley MISSEN 
Wallace & Kerry MOORHOUSE 
David & Linda NEELY 

and Danielle NEELY 
Bob NICHOLSON 
Jeff & Lola PRIDDLE 
Charles & Gwen RICH 
Jack & Pat RODGERS 
Allan & Beverley SIMPSON 
Kim STAPLETON 
Tony WARD 


1963 Silver Cloud III (SCX785) 
1978 Silver Wraith II (LRH32854) 
1987 Silver Spirit (ASH16894) 
Rider 

1986 Silver Spirit (ASG15800) 
Rider 

Rider 

Rider 

1951 Silver Dawn (SDB42) 

1979 Silver Shadow Il (SRH36642) 
1976 Silver Shadow (SRH22936) 
1969 Silver Shadow (CRH5064) 
Luggage Van (courtesy Fox R-R & B) 
Riders 

Riders 

1936 25/30 (GTL4) 

1954 Bentley R-iype (B98XF) 


1967 Phantom V (5VF159) 

1952 Silver Dawn (SFC138) 
1973 Silver Shadow (SRH16864) 
1929 Phantom II (120XJ) 


Rider 

1956 Bentley S1 (B151CM) 
Riders 

1976 Silver Shadow (SRH25267) 
1960 Silver Cloud II lwb (LCB56) 
1976 Silver Shadow (SRH26587) 
1949 Bentley Mk V! (B290EY) 
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Phillip Island, Tony Ward's B290EY behind. 


and a much longer drive to Lakes Entrance. 
As we started off on the morning of Day 
Four David Marshall Martin’s R-type 
made the mistake of having over-rich mix- 
ture and left a ‘calling card’ at the motel. 
He was duly awarded the Backscratcher. 
Eric also caused much ado when he 
called for the men to “load the bags” and 
continued the instruction with “no, no, put 
the wives into the cars”. In an effort to seek 
some restitution for the fairer sex from his 
light-hearted effrontery, I offered to drive 
the luggage van that morning. The roads 
had been excellent thus far and I was look- 
ing forward to an easy drive. To in- 
credulous looks from newer Overlanders 
at being game enough to use a multi- 
geared manual ’box and at having to 
double-shuffle in front of an audience, 


with all flags flying from the van and with 
considerable bravado I led the long line of 
sparkling clean proper motor cars out of 
Merimbula. 

This was “‘pay-back time” I mused as 
we sallied forth ... but Eric had decided we 
should take a short cut to reach our next 
stop early to set up the Overlander sign 
and, true to form, he managed to find the 
only stretch of dirt road on the entire tour! 
Fortunately, the Fox Rolls-Royce van 
handled the rough going beautifully and 
there was some reward too, as Eric’s at- 
tempts at a snooze were much disturbed! 

The proper cars climbed solidly for 21 
miles inland to Bombala, high on the New 
South Wales Southern Tablelands and 
none of them missed a beat. Just outside 
town, a delicious Devonshire tea had been 


Lunch stop at Yarram on the last day. Overlander cars parked along the very wide main street, 
which forms part of the South Gippsland Highway. 


i... 


i> 


maranui | 
Rar & Riss I 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC | 


PRECLARVM 


The last overnight stop in Lakes Entrance, Victoria. Allan Simpson’s LCB56 ready to leave for 


prepared at the beautiful two-storey 
Federation homestead ‘Burnima’, home of 
local solicitor Adrian Hall and his wife, 
Suellen. The property’s extensive gardens 
showed the devastation of drought but the 
homestead is magnificent, restored to its 
1896 glory with period furnishings and 
memorabilia and even an old sulky in the 
coachhouse. This was put to good use by 
Kim and company. The builder of 
‘Burnima’ was Frederick Young from 
Queanbeyan who also built ‘Yarralumla’, 
the magnificent Canberra residence of our 
Governor-General. 

Back in Bombala we positioned the 
cars for viewing by appreciative townsfolk 
and local media while we visited the 
Toorallie Merino Woollen Mill and 
shopped for the beautiful multi-coloured 
jumpers, waistcoats and hats made on the 
spot that have become their trademark. 

A hearty Ploughman’s lunch awaited at 
The Mail Coach Restaurant. They had be- 
come quite used to car groups as the 
Bentley Rally, with ‘W.O.’s and moderns, 
had just passed through and they were 
expecting Jaguars and Humbers. Leaving 
the restaurant there was another pleasant 
surprise — waiting to say hello were 
Margaret Ogle and Fay Harris, travelling 
home from the B.D.C. Rally. 

The afternoon of Day Four brought a 
change of pace and scenery. Heading 
directly south into Victoria, the Monaro 
Highway runs through a desolate wilder- 
ness region — the tall timbers and rugged 
ranges of the border area. After basking in 
the glorious autumn sunshine of southern 
New South Wales, we received a rude 
awakening. The genteel English landscape 
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of the south coast and the sunburnt country 
and land of sweeping plains of the coastal 
inland suddenly changed to the un- 
predictability of the Snowy region, with 
gale force winds and a vast drop in 
temperature, coming straight off the early 
snows of the high country. Dark storm 
clouds raced across the sky, branches 
cracked and leaves and timber flew 
through the air as the pace got quicker and 
quicker. Huge, heavily laden logging 
trucks added to the dramatic drive, dwarf- 
ing our cars as they roared past. 

Wallace & Kerry Moorhouse in their 
lovely 1973 Caribbean Blue Silver 
Shadow had a lucky escape as a huge 
branch crashed onto the road, lengthways 
next to the car. This car was subsequently 
given the Touring Award at the Phillip 
Island Federal Rally in a well deserved 
win. It travelled beautifully to this run from 
Queensland and Wallace and Kerry had 
taken it to the West last year on the suc- 
cessful Overlander organised by Lloyd & 
Shirley Missen. 

At Cann River we turned west as the 
wind dropped and the fertile valleys of the 
Victorian Lakes region opened out. After 
a long drive, we arrived at Lakes Entrance 
at nightfall and our final overnight stop, the 
Bellevue Motor Inn. As the gale blew out- 
side, our final meal together was as enjoy- 
able as our first, with plenty of good food, 
good conversation and ‘good oil’. To 
much acclaim, Bob Nicholson was 
awarded the Overlander Backscratcher for 
being such a great motoring representative 
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for his country. We thanked Allan and Eric 
for their hard work in organising the tour 
with a presentation of goblets and then, 
with thoughts of the 747 miles we had 
motored together and the people and cars 
we would see at Phillip Island the next day, 
prepared for our final day’s touring. 

The rolling hills of the south coast of 
Victoria were greener than those of New 
South Wales and were interspersed with 
prosperous townships and handsome 
buildings. At St. Mary’s Church in 
Bairnsdale, many stopped to inspect the 
murals covering the walls and ceilings, all 
painted by one man, before continuing to 
our final lunch around the Pianola at 
Yarram. 

As the Overlander headed to its finish 
after five wonderful days of easy driving, 
one had the feeling that all was well with 
the motoring world. Alas for Lloyd & 
Shirley Missen, this was not to be. A steady 
climb through pine forests brought smells 
like burning rubber. Various theories were 
proffered — was there any ‘burning off in 
the area?— had someone left a hand-brake 
half on? — was it a passing diesel four- 
wheel drive vehicle? Just half a mile from 
our destination, ‘Helga’ (Silver Dawn 
SFC138) lay by the roadside, a rear wheel 
bearing destroyed. Members on their way 
into Cowes clamoured around, eager to 
help Lloyd who was uncharacteristically 
under the back of the car not under the 
bonnet. But nothing could be done and 
Helga returned to Sydney courtesy of the 
NRMA. 


Just before the final turn to Phillip Is- 
land, we stopped at a high look-out which 
provided a magnificent vista of beautiful 
pastel lights flickering off the lakes in the 
distance — a Southern Aurora, and a fit- 
ting end to our journey. 

Overlanders bring new experiences to 
many members — Allan Simpson joined 
Eric in the organisation; the international 
contingent of Bob Nicholson and Tom 
Clarke enjoyed driving just about all the 
cars and have promised to return again (we 
hope Fiona Clarke will come too!); John 
Cameron although not on the run, brought 
joy with his illustrations in the Route In- 
structions; Beverley Simpson had never 
driven their lwb Silver Cloud II before, or 
any other Rolls-Royce for that matter, and 
decided this was the time to do so; several 
members drove on a long run for the first 
time; ‘old hands’ continued friendships 
and made new ones; ‘riders’ car-hopped 
with abandon, appreciative of friends they 
travelled with and vehicles they rode in 
and drove; new routes were explored; new 
engineering techniques developed; and 
henceforth there would be new stories to 
tell — but above all, as on every Over- 
lander, members enjoyed each other’s 
company. 

And the Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars 
which participated? Well, they enjoyed 
another great motoring experience, befit- 
ting their heritage. a 


Photographs by 
Allan Simpson and Lloyd Missen 


Shirley Missen (left) sharing a ‘cuppa’ with Wallace & Kerry Moorhouse from the picnic set in the 
boot of their 1973 Silver Shadow (SRH16864). This car won sufficient points in the Federal Concours 


at Phillip Island to receive the Touring Award for the best car in regular use. 
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Not failed to proceed. More a case of failing to stop. The Bennett 
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Bentley T (SBH1563) and the lan Dunn/John Curry Silver Shadow (SRH16225) 


suffered from boiling of the substance in their hydraulic systems that passed for brake fluid on the Alpine descents (see text). In the photo, from 
left to right, are Eric Goudie, Federal President lan Dunn, Manuela Bennett, Laraine Shores and George Shores, all of the A.C.T. Branch. 


The ‘Inlander’ Tour 
to the Phillip Island Federal Rally, April 6th & 7th 


A small group of A.C.T. Branch mem- 
bers who would have loved to have joined 
the main ‘Southern Aurora’ Overlander to 
the Phillip Island Federal Rally, but were 
unable to do so for various reasons, in our 


By Martin Bennett 


case mainly concerned with time and 
money, decided to console ourselves with 
a mini-Overlander (which we dubbed the 
‘Inlander’) of our own. This was planned 
to take in as much grand scenery as poss- 


A brief stop in Albury at the premises of New Image Restorations and KJR Coachbuilding. From 
left to right: Laraine Shores, Martin Bennett, Bill Rorrison, Steve Ortlipp (restorer), Karl Richardson 
(coachbuilder), George Shores. Visible in the doorway is Michael & Suzie Zwar’s 1949 Silver 
Wraith WFC67, which was restored here. Photo by Michael Zwar. 


ible, avoiding as much of the main Hume 
Highway as possible, but with only one 
overnight stay. It worked very nicely. 

Manuela and I were the first on the road, 
in our 1966 Bentley T which I had only just 
put back into use after a period of rest — 
which I’m now more convinced that ever 
is the very worst thing for these cars, but 
that’s another story. 

In the outskirts of Canberra we were 
joined by our Federal President, Ian Dunn, 
and John Curry in their 1973 Silver 
Shadow, with Eric Goudie as passenger, 
and George & Laraine Shores in their 1978 
Silver Shadow II. We now had three cars, 
but this was to grow to eight, from three 
Branches of the Club, before we were half 
way through Victoria. 

After a brief diversion to our printers to 
deliver PRAECLARUM 2-98 for printing, 
we took the Monaro Highway south 
towards Cooma. Outside of the ski season 
this is a lovely road for simply motoring. 
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After our overnight stop near Bonnie Doon, Victoria, seven cars lined up for this photograph. they are, from left to right: WFC67 (Zwar, A.C.T.), 
B284HN (Thain, W.A.), B130XF (Cornish, Vic.), SRH16225 (Dunn/Curry, A.C.T.), SRH34273 (Shores, A.C.T.), SBH1563 (Bennett, A.C.T.), BSC06977 
(Rorrison, A.C.T.). Soon after leaving this location we were joined by the Larwills in B216MD. 


In what seemed a very short time we pulled After probably too long in the small Imentioned in my Editorial, and at the risk 
into Cooma and George, who was in the café we took the Snowy Mountains High- of repeating something that will be blind- 
lead, chose a parking space for us, having way into the mountains, with George again ingly obvious to any serious Rolls-Royce 
decided morning tea was in order. in the lead and setting a cracking pace. As or Bentley owner, the magnificent attri- 


Just outside of Alexandra, near Acheron, six of the cars paused at the same location where we took photographs on the 1992 ‘Gold Rush Tour’ 
(see front cover, P. 1-93) and on our way to Melbourne last year (see P. 1-98, p.3099). It was much greener on both of those occasions, and was 
looking decidedly parched this time. The cars are, from left to right: WEC67, SRH34273, BSC06977, SRH16225, B284HN and SBH1563. 
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with a postcode — Cabramurra. 

It was still a long way to our overnight 
stop, and we had two calls to make before 
we got there. The three cars drove on 
relentlessly, effortlessly handling the long 
climbs, hairpin bends, and steep descents, 
until ... what’s this? No brakes! Well, not 
quite no brakes but a much longer than 
normal brake pedal travel and definitely 
reduced braking. I flashed my headlights 
to George up ahead and pulled off the road 
at a safe and convenient spot. Ian pulled in 


Canberra-Phillip Island ‘Inlander’ 
People and cars 


A.C.T. 1966 Bentley T Series (SBH1563) 
1954 Bentley R-type (B130XF) 
1973 Silver Shadow (SRH16225) 
Rider 

1951 Bentley Mk VI (B216MD) 
1982 Bentley Turbo (BSC06977) 
1978 Silver Shadow !I (SRH34273) 
1965 Bentley S3 (B284HN) 

1949 Silver Wraith (WFC67) 


Martin & Manuela BENNETT 


David & Thea CORNISH Vic. 
lan DUNN & John CURRY 


A.C.T. 
A.C.T. 
Vic. 
A.C.T. 
AC.T. 
W.A. 
A.C.T. 


Eric GOUDIE 

Alan & Beverley LARWILL 
Bill RORRISON 

George & Laraine SHORES 
Athol & Glad THAIN 
Michael & Suzie ZWAR 


butes of these cars are most keenly ap- 
preciated on long distance journeys, 
preferably touring. Not that this journey 
was entirely free of minor mechanical 
troubles, as we shall see. 

There can be little doubt that this Alp- 
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ine region of Australia rejoices in some of 
the finest scenery this continent has to 
offer. It also offers the enthusiastic driver 
an opportunity for some truly exhilarating 
motoring. We passed through Adaminaby, 
Kiandra, and the highest place in Australia 


A.C.T. Branch members Michael Zwar (left) and George Shores looking at photographs of a 
previous run, during the roadside pause just out of Alexandra. 


Suzie Zwar, ensconced in the coachbuilt (by Hooper) comfort of WFC67. 
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behind, having experienced the same prob- 
lem. 

Keeping up with the pace set by George 
did not lend itself to the prudent practice 
of using engine braking on the steep des- 
cents. We simply careered down the hills, 
braking hard for the inevitable sharp bends 
at the bottoms. Normally, this would not 
be any problem at all for the powerful 
braking system of the Silver Shadow series 
cars. The special Castrol RR363 brake 
fluid has highly effective anti-boil proper- 
ties, but water does not. RR363, like other 
brake fluids, is highly hygroscopic, which 
means that it absorbs moisture from the 
atmosphere. It is the water soaked up by 
the fluid, rather than the fluid itself, that 
can boil under extreme conditions, causing 
partial or even total brake failure. The 
always-prepared George, having a bottle 
of RR363 with him, bled the Bentley’s 
brakes on the roadside, during which time 
Ian’s system cooled down and his brake 
pedal reverted to normal of its own accord. 
After twenty minutes or so, we were off 
again, having learned a valuable lesson 
that the recommended fluid change fre- 
quency should be scrupulously observed. 
That was the only mechanical problem 
suffered by any of the eight cars. 

Coming out of the mountains and cross- 
ing the state border into Victoria, we took 
the Murray Valley Highway (which along 
this stretch barely gets within 30 km. of the 
River Murray), traversing the rolling 
countryside of north-eastern Victoria, 
pausing at Corryong for a snack, before 
briefly crossing back into New South 
Wales at Albury. 

Here we visited Steve Ortlipp’s and 
Karl Richardson’s workshop, where we 
were treated to mugs of hot tea and coffee, 
and cake. Our Silver Wraith was there, 
having reached that somewhat unfortunate 
stage of restoration where it looks worse 
than it ever will again (barring a direct hit 
by a tactical nuclear missile). It can only 
get better from here. It was encouraging to 
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The camera cannot do justice to the magnificent forest that comes right up to the side of the Maroondah Highway in the Black Spur Range. It can, 


however, capture the fine lines and attractive colour (Carib Aqua) of SRH34273, the 1978 Silver Shadow II of George & Laraine Shores (A.C.T.). 


see Michael Zwar in his Silver Wraith 
Hooper touring limousine (restored here). 
It reminded me of the standard that will be 
achieved on ours. Michael & Suzie were 
to join us the following morning. Bill 
Rorrison and his magnificent Bentley Mul- 
sanne Turbo had also been patiently wait- 
ing to join us here, so when we left Albury, 
somewhat behind our planned schedule, 
our little group had grown to four cars. 

From Albury to Benalla we used the 
only reasonable route — the Hume High- 
way. Near Benalla we called in at the love- 
ly rural home of Victoria Branch members 
David & Thea Cornish, where we were 
treated to a rather late but nonetheless wel- 
come afternoon tea. Those intrepid West- 
ern Australians Athol & Glad Thain were 
there, too, with their much-travelled 
Bentley S3 in which they have driven to 
countless eastern Federal Rallies. 

It was dark by the time we bade farewell 
(“see you in the morning”) to our hosts and 
the Thains and departed for the short drive 
to Bonnie Doon, on the shores of a severely 
drought-depleted Lake Eildon, for our 
overnight stop. A late dinner was enjoyed 
while we minutely dissected the satisfying 
day’s motoring, before retiring for a well- 


earned sleep. 

Next morning we gathered out the front 
of the motel to await the arrival of the 
Cornish R-type, Thain S3, and Zwar Silver 
Wraith, all of which arrived together, right 
on time. We now had seven cars. A short 
distance down the road we were joined by 
Alan & Beverley Larwill (Vic.) in their 


Bentley Mk VI, so now we were eight, and 
looking more like a proper Overlander! 
Pausing at Alexandra, we shopped for 
tasty comestibles for a picnic lunch further 
down the road. Soon after leaving 
Alexandra we pulled off the road for 
photographs at the same scenic location 
where we stopped on the ‘Gold Rush Tour’ 


Sweeping silently and majestically towards our picnic spot before Healesvilie is WFC67, Michael 
& Suzie Zwar’s 1949 Silver Wraith Hooper touring limousine. It runs every bit as well as it looks. 
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in 1992. The view was very green then, but 
was looking quite drought-affected this 
time. 

From Taggerty the Maroondah High- 
way runs along the picturesque Cathedral 
Range to Buxton, before running into the 
real tall timber country of the Black Spur 
Range, where we stopped for our picnic 
amongst the grandeur of the towering 
Mountain Ash trees. Pooling the pro- 
visions we had bought in Alexandra on one 
of the large picnic tables provided at our 
chosen site, we tucked into a grand lunch, 
sharing titbits with the colourful crimson 
rosellas and rainbow lorikeets. 

; VERA sake cn) From here, we drove through Heales- 
ee } Br ora aiaal ata ck Serr an Maer A is ville and through the tall timber of the 

De PRE eas ae Sata Ss eastern Dandenong Ranges before reach- 
Cars (above) and people (below) at our impromptu picnic lunch just off the Maroondah Highway ing the coastal plain south of the Princes 
near Healesville. From here we drove non-stop over the Dandenong Ranges to Phillip Island. Highway — plain sailing all the way to 
«gs <p PRAT E Saoe ls hee EN ohae. a: : Phillip Island. The Island is now reached 


by a modern bridge. When Manuela and I 
were last here, on a Victoria Branch 
weekend rally in about 1970, the bridge 
was wooden and rickety. 

As we arrived on the Island we found 
ourselves driving with cars which we knew 
to be part of the Southern Aurora Over- 
lander contingent from Sydney. Good 
timing. We had nearly reached Cowes 
when we spotted a Silver Dawn on the 
roadside, smoking from one of its rear 
wheels. It was an Overlander car which 
had made it all the way from Sydney to 
within a kilometre of Rally Headquarters 
before expiring with a defective wheel 
bearing. 

Driving all the way to the Rally in only 
two days worked out quite nicely, and 
David & Thea Cornish in the lead in their 1954 Bentley R-type (B130XF), followed by Athol & joining up with friends and making an 
Gladys Thain in their 1965 Bentley S3 (B284HN). Both cars, and drivers, are quick and spry, event of it by taking an interesting route 

taken from the front passenger seat of SBH1563. was the next best thing to being on the 

4 i OLS Spi BI, official Overlander. 

yen” ’ ‘e The drive over the mountains was so 
enjoyable that George Shores and I 
decided to organise an Alpine Tour on 
behalf of the A.C.T. Branch. This will take 
place on November 13th-16th, and will 
take in some of the breathtaking Alpine 
scenery of south-eastern Australia. En- 
quiries are invited from members of other 
Branches who are interested in participat- 
ing in what promises to be a wonderful 
driving/touring experience this spring. For 
details please contact the Editor, or George 
Shores c/- the A.C.T. Branch, P.O. Box 
444, Belconnen, A.C.T. 2616. f 


Photographs mostly by 
Martin & Manuela Bennett 
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Mount Buffalo Chalet. Perched ‘op Mount Bu 


e of the 


highest points in Victoria, the Chalet was owned and operated for many years by the Victorian Railways Commissioners. Edwardian Victorians (1) 
would arrive by train then take the long charabanc ride up the to the Chalet to take the mountain air. 


From the Bottom to the Top 


There are always mixed feelings at the 
end of our R.R.O.C. Federal Rallies. Relief 
that yet another has concluded success- 
fully; pleasure at having renewed old 
friendships; disappointment that there was 
insufficient time to talk to them, nor 
enough time to properly get to know new- 
found friends. Some people even feel 
regret that they did not get to see under the 
bonnet of every car and all of this often 
leads to a feeling of anti-climax at the 
farewell breakfast on the Monday morn- 
ing. The cure for all this is to embark upon 
a post-rally tour! 

Fulfilling our needs, N.S.W. Branch 
members Allan Simpson and Eric Lang 
organised the 1998 Post-Rally Tour, 
dubbed ‘From the Bottom to the Top’, 
which commenced on Monday, 13 April 
1998 at the conclusion of the 40th Federal 


The Post-Rally Tour 


By Shirley Missen (N.S.W.) 


Rally hosted by the Victoria Branch. The 
title was derived from the fact that the 
participants went from virtually ‘the 
Bottom’ of the mainland and later passed 
through the highest town with a postcode 
in Australia — Cabramurra, in the heart of 
the Kosciusko National Park in the Snowy 
Mountains — ‘the Top’. 

Twenty-six of us therefore waved our 
good-byes to the Federal Rally and to 
Phillip Island without incurring too much 
sad emotion. I must say however that 
Lloyd and I felt quite upset because we had 
to leave our beloved and much-travelled 
1952 Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn (SFC138 
“Helga’) to return to Sydney from Phillip 
Island on (these next few words should be 
whispered!) the back of a truck, due, un- 
fortunately, to a collapsed rear wheel bear- 
ing. Everyone was very good to us though, 


and we were made very welcome as a rider 
and co-driver in other cars and were thus 
able to spread our luggage, and ourselves, 
around. 

It was not long before we left the outer 
urban areas of Melbourne and headed into 
the interesting countryside of Victoria — 
and indeed, what interesting countryside it 
is! I think the highlight of the day was 
driving up the Maroondah Highway, 
through the beautiful Yarra Valley and the 
Black Spur Range. Or, was it stopping at 
the quaint town of Healesville where we 
had lunch? This place brought back 
memories of having stayed there overnight 
six years previously on our first Over- 
lander (the ‘Gold Rush Tour’) to the 1992 
Ballarat Federal Rally, which was Lloyd’s 
and my introduction to Overlanding and 
from which we became addicted to the 


People and cars 
Bob BOSCOE Tas. 1978 Silver Wraith II (LRH32854) 
Jack & Merry! GODFREY N.S.W. 1951 Silver Dawn (SDB42) 
Eric & Bettie HART N.S.W. 1979 Silver Shadow II (SRH36642) 
John & Eve HISCOX N.S.W. Brand X 
Tony & Gillian LAST Tas. Riders 
Russell & Lynne LEITCH Qld. 1953 Bentley R-type (B436TN) 
Lloyd & Shirley MISSEN N.S.W. Riders 
Wallace & Kerry MOORHOUSE Qld. 1973 Silver Shadow (SRH16864) 
David & Linda NEELY N.S.W. 1929 Phantom II (120XJ) 
and Danielle NEELY 
Bob NICHOLSON U.S.A. Rider 


Allan & Beverley SIMPSON 


Picnicking by the roadside is one of the pleasures of touring. Clockwise around the table, from 
left: Wallace Moorhouse (Qld.), Kerry Moorhouse (Qid.), Lynne Leitch (Qid.), Russell Leitch 
(Qid.), Shirley Missen (N.S.W.), Merry! Godfrey (N.S.W.), Jack Godfrey (N.S.W.). 


‘From the Bottom to the Top’ Post-Rally Tour 


N.S.W. 
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1960 Silver Cloud II lwb (LCB56) 


Tour leader Allan Simpson doesn't know his own strength! An unusual and impressive rock 


formation at Mount Buff | 
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concept. 

After a quick reconnoitre of the eating 
establishments and craft shops in Heales- 
ville, we decided that a small café in a side 
street (which also contained a craft shop) 
had the most to offer. It was not long before 
some fellow travellers arrived at this same 
out-of-the-way place — isn’t it funny how 
the word seems to get around in R-R circles 
about good food! 

The Glider City Motel in the north- 
eastern Victorian town of Benalla was the 
place of our first night’s stopover. We 
were joined at that stage by N.S.W. Branch 
members, John and Evelyn Hiscox, in their 
venerable 1949 Daimler DH27 limousine, 
a former Tasmanian Vice-Regal car. As it 
was ‘almost proper’, the organisers, Allan 
and Eric, granted special dispensation to 
allow them to join us. By way of explana- 
tion, John (who also owns a 1969 Silver 
Shadow Mulliner Park Ward two-door 
saloon in which he participated, in part, in 
the Southern Aurora Overlander to the 
Federal Rally) is also the president of the 
Daimler-Lanchester Club. That club had 
staged its concours d’elegance at nearby 
Wangaratta over the same weekend as the 
R.R.O.C.’s Federal Rally and therefore 
John and Evelyn, who, because of John’s 
presidency of their club, had attended 
there, were returning to Sydney in their 
Daimler. 

That evening we all went to a 
downtown Chinese restaurant where we 
had a banquet to farewell five participants, 
including Honorary Life Member Eric 
Goudie of the A.C.T. Branch, who were 
leaving us the following, day in order to 
return home, more or less directly. It’s 
fortunate that we decided to leave our cars 
at the motel and walk the kilometre or so 
to the restaurant, for we certainly needed 
that return walk after the banquet! 

The next day, Tuesday, saw us driving 
to Milawa where we combined our 
obligatory morning tea stop with some 
wine tasting at the famous Brown Brothers 
winery, and also some cheese tasting at the 
nearby prize-winning Milawa Cheese Fac- 
tory. It was then on to lunch in the beautiful 
small town of Bright, which was soon to 
commence its renowned Autumn Festival. 

It seemed at the time like the whole of 
the State of Victoria was inundated with 
car and motor cycle club meets and 
wherever we parked there were many ad- 
miring looks exchanged and spontaneous 
chats developed about the pros and cons of 
the various vehicles in question. 
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That afternoon, Mount Buffalo was 
reached via a 30 minute climb up through 
some magnificent mountain scenery and 
the Chalet, situated towards the top of the 
mountain and where we would spend the 
next two nights, was a welcome sight. 
Upon arrival, we were given an orientation 
and guided tour of the facility and offered 
opportunities to join in the many arranged 
activities. 

The following day, most of our group 
settled on one of the guided morning walks 
in absolutely perfect weather conditions. 
After lunch, we went in the Chalet’s mini- 
bus up to the very summit of Mount 
Buffalo, known as ‘The Horn’, stopping at 
Tatra Inn — a ski lodge owned and 
operated by the Chalet — for an interesting 
slide presentation about the history of the 
mountain, which was discovered in 1824 
by the early explorers, William Hovell and 
Hamilton Hume. That evening, following 
dinner, one member of our group, who will 
remain nameless (but was the only mem- 
ber of the contingent from the U.S.A.), at 
the behest of one of the activities co- 
ordinators, joined a guided moonlight 
walk searching for wildlife. They later 
returned; he, somewhat disappointed, 
apparently mistakenly thinking that they 
had gone off searching for “a wild life”! 


3211 


Anyway, the crispness of breathing in the 
fresh mountain air for a full day at Mount 
Buffalo seemed to rejuvenate both our 
minds and our bodies. 

The final leg of the 1998 Post-Rally 
Tour came on the Thursday with a relative- 
ly long, but spectacular, drive from Mount 
Buffalo, through Bright once again, then 
over the Tawonga Gap into the Kiewa 


Valley and on to the ‘Man From Snowy 
River’ town of Corryong where we had 
lunch. Not long afterwards we were cross- 
ing the State border from Victoria into 
New South Wales and it was then into the 
rugged Kosciusko National Park for the 
steep climb up to Cabramurra, 1,488 
metres above sea level. At ‘the top’, some 
of us had ice creams, whilst others opted 


Allan & Beverley Simpson's 1960 Silver Cloud II lwb (LCB56) at Bright, Victoria, during the town's 
Autumn Festival. Note the longer rear door and extra rear quarter-light of these long wheelbase 
saloons, which are normally fitted with a division. The rear compartment is the place to be! 
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At Tawonga Gap look-out, Victoria, overlooking the Kiewa Valley. From left to right: Allan Simpson 
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(N.S.W.), Bob Nicholson (U.S.A.), Beveriey Simpson, Bettie Hart (N.S.W.), Eric Hart. 


for a cup of hot tea, coffee or chocolate in 
the decidedly chillier atmosphere than we 
had previously experienced. 

Our run from Cabramurra into Cooma 
along the Snowy Mountains Highway, 
past what is left of the relics of the once 
thriving gold-mining town of Kiandra, was 


uneventful. The same, unfortunately, 
could not be said of our organisers, Allan 
& Beverley Simpson, who experienced a 
mechanical problem with their 1960 Silver 
Cloud II long wheelbase saloon (LCB56) 
soon after they left Cabramurra, only just 
managing to limp in to the grounds of the 
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Cooma Motor Lodge for our final over- 
night stop. Sounding like it was running on 
only four, instead of the eight cylinders 
that Rolls-Royce Ltd had designed that it 
should run on, the problem baffled the 
collective minds of not only the owners in 
our group of cars with similar engines, but 
also that of the local NRMA patrolman. 

Our final night together was spent en- 
joying a delicious meal in the motel’s well 
appointed dining room. The next morning 
(Friday), the NRMA man returned to the 
motel in an endeavour to get the recal- 
citrant LCB56 mobile (it had completely 
refused to start). We left bound for Sydney 
as riders with Eric & Bettie Hart in their 
Silver Shadow II (SRH36642) whilst 
Allan & Beverley’s car unfortunately 
ended its Post-Rally Tour just as in- 
decorously as ours had done at the end of 
the Southern Aurora Overlander — on the 
back of a truck! The good news is that after 
being taken to the local (ssshh!) Holden 
dealership in Cooma (which was also the 
NRMA’s District Depét), faulty points 
were found to be the cause of LCB56’s 
malaise and it was once again roadworthy 
later the same day. 


The final Tour dinner in Cooma, New South Wales. Clockwise around the table from bottom left are: Bob Boscoe, John Hiscox, Evelyn Hiscox, 
Russell Leitch, Lynne Leitch, Bob Nicholson, Tony Last, Gillian Last, Beverley Simpson, Allan Simpson, Wallace Moorhouse, Kerry Moorhouse, 
Eric Hart, Bettie Hart, Jack Godfrey, Merry! Godfrey, Danielle Neely, Linda Neely, Shirley Missen, David Neely. 
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You will be pleased to know that our 
Helga arrived back home in Sydney safely 
after her journey on the back of a truck and 
has now had her rear wheel bearings (yes, 
both of them!) replaced. And so ended a 
wonderful four days of rallying after the 
Rally! 

Our sincere thanks are extended to all 
our friends who quickly showed us how to 
still enjoy ourselves without necessarily 
having a car, and of course to Allan, 
Beverley and Eric for their meticulous 
planning of a most interesting and, in 
places spectacularly scenic route, all the 
way from ‘the bottom’ to ‘the top’. Please 
make sure you tell us when the next tour is 
scheduled! ~ 


Photographs by Allan Simpson 
and Lloyd Missen 
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Tourists enjoying the autumn sunshine in Cooma. From left to right: Bettie Hart, Eric Hart, Gillian 
Last, Tony Last, Russell Leitch, Jack Goafrey, Merry! Godfrey, Shirley Missen. 


David & Linda Neely (N.S.W.) in their 1929 Phantom II (120XJ), one of A recalcitrant LCB56 being removed from the motel in Cooma. The 


our front cover cars and the only vintage car on the Tour. The Australian problem as only the twin points of the Deico distributor — never easy 
(Jackson, Jones & Collins) limousine coachwork was very well built, as to keep in good tune. 
befits the superb chassis, and is nicely preserved. Again, the rear 


compartment passengers get the best deal! 


Tour cars in Cooma, a typical highland mist hanging in the air. Nearest the camera is 


Wallace & Kerry Moorhouse’s SRH16864. 
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The Start of the Louis Vuitton China Run in Dalian, north-east China. Keith Wherry’s 1912 Silver Ghost (2133) is the centre 
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of attention. Keith and his co-driver Michael Maloney (right foreground) are suitably attired for a Chinese Odyssey. 


Keith Wherry and 2133 in the 
Louis Vuitton China Run 


What does it take to run an international 
vintage/classic car rally in China? Around 
$5 million, 200,000 policemen and 50 maa- 
keen motorists, reports W.A. member 
Dennis Lingane. Dennis, a freelance jour- 
nalist, was navigator for Keith Wherry in his 
1912 Silver Ghost (2133). 


Entrants in the recent Louis Vuitton 
Classic China Run roared into Beijing’s 
Tiananmen Square with Australians lead- 
ing the charge, to be greeted by the Mayor 


2133 leaving ‘Camp Louis Vuitton’. 


By Dennis Lingane (W A.) 


of Beijing and other Chinese dignitaries. 
And there is little doubt that Sydney’s 
Keith Wherry was one of the stars in his 
glorious 1912 Silver Ghost (2133), win- 
ning his Class (pre-1930 Vintage and 
Veteran) and coming seventh overall. 
Throughout the event Keith’s Silver Ghost 
and the wonderful 1903 Mercedes from the 
U.K driven by enthusist Tim Scott (also a 
Silver Ghost owner) were the main draw- 
cards for the media and crowds. 

The only pre-war car ahead of Keith 


Wherry and his co-driver Michael 
Maloney at the end was fellow R.R.O.C.A. 
member Peter Briggs (W.A.) in his 1936 
Bentley 444 Litre drophead coupé 
(B126JD), who also took out a Class win 
and came second overall. 

Other Australian entrants included: 
Trevor Eastwood who was the Outright 
Winner in his 1958 Jaguar XK150, well 
known R.R.O.C.A. (W.A.) member 
Maurice Brockwell (1926 Bentley), Peter 
King (1953 Bristol 403), David Shephard 
(1958 Jaguar XK150), and R.R.O.C.A. 
(W.A.) member Bill Busby (1954 Bentley 
R-type, with only 7,000 miles on the 
‘clock’ and still running on its original 
44-year-old tyres!). 

A police escort saw the 50 cars, ranging 
from the 85 mph 1903 Mercedes to 1950s 
Bentley Continentals, Ferraris and 
Jaguars, on their last dash through the 
Beijing traffic to Tiananmen Square. They 
did this by simply bringing the entire city 
to a standstill and clearing both motorways 
and pedestrian roads of traffic. Obviously 
a practice run for President Clinton’s visit 
the following week. 

It was the final display of Chinese 
crowd control efficiency that was an extra- 
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ordinary stamp of this event. From the 
north-easter sea-port of Dalian, near the 
border with North Korea, through remote 
parts of China close to the Mongolian bor- 
der, an army of an estimated 200,000 
police provided by the Chinese govern- 
ment cleared the way for Rally contestants. 
The millions of spectators who filled the 
cities, towns and villages, in trees, on roof- 
tops and bus roofs, came free. 

The entrants daily nosed into a sea of 
humanity at the start, only to see it open 
like a bow-wave in front of them. When 
they emerged from the chaos they found 
the cars filled with flowers and presents. 

Signs were held up, written in English, 
welcoming the entrants, and the school 
children, who had been given a holiday to 
mark the occasion, were ready with their 
practiced English greetings. Daily they 
climbed from their cars with aching arms 
from waving and hand-shaking and sore 
throats from calling out “hello”. 

The gruelling 1,600 km. run from 
northern city of Dalian, through the moun- 
tains and down into Beijing travelled 
across areas of China in which ‘round- 
eyes’ are rarely seen. We crossed salt flats, 
paddy fields, dust roads and sensational 
alpine mountains reminiscent of the 
scenery of central Europe. 

Cars ranged from the 1903 Mercedes to 
Aston Martins, Bugattis, Ferraris and 
Jaguars, and included 15 Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars. Veuve Clicquot, the sister 
company of Louis Vuitton, entered a 
Bentley Continental Flying Spur painted 
in the corporate colours of orange and 
purple! 

The public couldn’t get enough of the 
action. At odd intervals there would be 
home-made banners inscribed “welcome 
overseas tourists” and, given.the mag- 
nificent scenery, there is little doubt that in 
a few years this northern alpine area of 
China will become a tourist mecca. 

For most of the entrants, however, there 
wasn’t much time to dwell and savour the 
alpine vistas. Rally time controls and 
police convoys kept everyone moving be- 
cause wherever they passed, that part of 
China came to a standstill. 

This event had been to China what the 
America’s had been to Australia. There 
isn’t a person who was on this rally who 
hasn’t seen China and its friendly, effusive 
people in a different light. 

On motorways the traffic banked up for 
miles as the 50 international motorists 
were given the freedom of the road. But 
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The champagne’s that way ... 
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... Veuve Clicquot and pastries at the Great Wall. 


2133 amid the superlative alpine scenery of north-eastern China. Looking at this, one wonders 


where China’s 2 billion-plus people are hiding! 
They ha “Ge * 93 


there was no sense of aggravation. Even in 
the villages the roads and cart tracks were 
ours, as stationed police ensured that not a 
bicycle or a donkey cart strayed onto the 
roadway. It was the most amazing display 
of public control. 

In the opening parade in Dalian 
policemen lined either side of the lanes at 
three metre intervals for a distance of 10 
kilometres to protect the international 


Keith and Michael stopping to assist fellow Silver Ghost owner from the U.K., John 
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Michael Maloney (foreground), Keith Wherry at the wheel, traversing agricultural country. 


Left: 2133 at the Great Wall. 


entrants from the vagaries of the haphazard 
Chinese drivers. The entrants were fre- 
quently forced to nose their way through 
seas of smiling, waving Chinese who lined 
the roads from Dalian through the moun- 
tains to the Great Wall and on to Beijing. 
This was the second of these epic rallies 
staged by the French luxury luggage 
manufacturer, which also sponsors the 
Challenger Series of the America’s Cup. 


Right: 2133 in the Chinese Outback. 


Ogden. 


"a baad 


The first was five years ago in Singapore 
and Malaysia, and it is expected that they 
will continue to run one every five years. 

The organisers conducted the whole 
event with military precision, laying on 
teams of medical specialists to follow each 
group, expert mechanics, mobile 
workshops, breakdown trucks, a petrol 
tanker, sweep vehicles and full support 
crew, to cover any eventuality. 
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This year, entrants shipped cars from 
North America, South America, Europe, 
Japan, Australia and Asia for this once-in- 
a-lifetime experience. Of the seven 
Australian entrants, five were from West- 
ern Australia. 

Social highlights of this extraordinary 
event were the purpose built lakeside 
Mongolian tent villages in the highlands 
(complete with an extravagant fireworks 
display), a banquet in the Summer Palace 
of the Qing Dynasty Emporers at Chengde, 
champagne and pastries on the Great Wall, 
and an extravagant finale ball in the For- 
bidden City in Beijing. 

Its going to be a hard act to follow, but 
in five years Louis Vuitton will attempt 
that challenge again. Rumours suggest 
either Brazil or India, or possibly Russia. 

We will all certainly be trying to obtain 
another invitation! > 


Photographs from the Author 


Great Wail of Chinese. 
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2133 wades through. 


Triumphant entry to Tiananmen Square, where the cars were greeted 
by the Mayor of Beijing and other Chinese dignitaries. 2133 came in 
seventh overall and won the pre-1930 Class. 


Garlanded and champagned — Keith and Michael, obviously pleased with themselves, at 
the end of the Run in Tiananmen Square, Beijing. A Bentley Continental R-type may be 
glimpsed in the background. 
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A Shocking Experience 


By George Shores (A.C.T.) 


Martin Bennett’s Bentley T was off the 
road. He wanted to return it to use in time 
for the Phillip Island Federal Rally, but it 
hada front end problem that would prevent 
it from passing the ‘Blue Slip’ inspection 
for re-registration. Martin suffered as he 
relished driving the car, and he and 
Manuela had used it virtually as their daily 
driver for eight and a half of the more than 
ten years they had owned it. We discussed 
the need to obtain new shock absorbers and 
fit them ‘soon’. 

My persistent carping irritated Martin 
into action, partly to shut me up I suspect, 
and during a visit to Melbourne he ordered 
some from R.A. McDermott & Co., who 
fit modern Koni shock absorbers into the 
original shock absorber bodies, thus im- 
proving the original, decidedly 1960s 
handling characteristics. 

We agreed that they should go in as 
soon as possible, so I rang Greg Whellum 
(a very keen and capable Self Help Group 
foundation member who had carried out 
the same job on his own Silver Shadow) to 
see if he wanted to go to Goulburn with me 
for the day. Greg is a true enthusiast and 
very generous with his time and expertise, 
and did not hesitate to get involved. I also 
borrowed A.C.T. Branch Technical Off- 
icer Peter O’Neill’s front spring removal 
tool. Peter warned us of the need for great 
care, and fabricated a bracket to safeguard 
against the tool slipping and releasing the 
spring, with all the possible consequences 
to life, limb and property. Tools and pub- 
lications stowed in the boot of SRH34273 
and ready for action, we headed for 
Goulburn. 

Martin had arranged for the use of the 
workshop of his friend Elwyn Bickley of 
Tablelands Engineering, racing car 
builders of Goulburn. When we arrived, a 
little later than arranged, Martin had 
started without us, setting out tools in 
readiness. Good stuff so far. 

We jacked up the front of the car, 
installed safety stands, and removed the 
wheels. The spring removal tool was fitted 
to the near-side spring pot and we started 
to ease the tension. The tool started to 
move to an odd angle, so we did the wise 
thing and stopped to consider the situation. 
The lower connection of the shock absorb- 
er had broken where it connects to the 


lower wishbone (the reason for the car 
having been taken off the road) and was 
allowing the spring to tilt. 

The angle created had caused the tool 
to jam. In the meantime Bryce Ronning 
(another Goulburn resident Branch mem- 
ber) had arrived to lend a hand and imme- 
diately proved his worth by suggesting a 
solution to our problem. He drove to a local 
hardware store to find a long locating bolt 
to keep it all aligned. Bolt fitted, we had no 
more trouble removing the spring assemb- 
ly from the car. 

We separated, cleaned, and inspected 
the parts, placed the shock absorbers aside 
for return to McDermotts, and fitted the 
new parts. We dismantled, cleaned, 
greased and retensioned the balljoints that 
link the shock absorbers to the lower wish- 
bones, and refitted the assembly to the car. 
The spring removal tool works in reverse, 
compressing the spring back into place. 
Horrors! The machined nut for the top of 
the shock absorber was missing! We went 
through the ritual of finger-pointing, 
accusation and counter accusation, denial 
and arm-waving before reason prevailed 
and we instigated a systematic search. 
Martin found it under a rag near his tool- 
box. Nut fitted and spring compression 
tool removed, we took a well deserved 
meal break. 

Bryce went home for lunch, so I sug- 
gested that he take my Silver Shadow I, in 
order to make a comparison against his 
own 1974 Silver Shadow. He thought it 
was a good idea, too. 

Manuela brought lunch down for us at 
about 1.00 p.m. Very nice it was, too — 
spicey chicken, ham, prawns, fresh 
crunchy salads, cheeses, grapes, and huge 
fresh strawberries. How were we going to 
work again after that?! I was ready to find 
a big tree to snooze under but Greg rattled 
a few tools about and we were up and at it 
again. 

The other side took far less time, as by 
then we knew what we were about. We 
then set about changing the upper and 
lower balljoints on the near-side. On 
reflection, we should have tackled this job 
while the spring and shock absorber on that 
side were out. We cajoled and cudgelled 
the joints free and replaced them with rela- 
tive ease. Martin then checked all the nuts, 
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out of SBH1563. 


bolts and joints for security. That done, we 
packed up and cleaned up. By that time 
Elwyn had left, so we left a note of thanks, 
and a case of beer, on his bench. 

Following Martin home, Greg and I 
were alarmed to see him pull over before 
reaching home. He asked me to listen to 
the rattle emanating from the front near- 
side. Greg followed in my car and must 
have been quite concerned to see me with 
the door open, leaning far out to locate the 
noise. A 10 minute fix solved the problem. 
The same naughty bit that hid from us 
required further tightening. 

Greg and I headed back to Canberra, 
quite satisfied with our day’s efforts and 
the result. 

The following day I discussed with 
Martin the phenomenon of gradual 
deterioration sneaking up on one’s pride 
and joy unnoticed. He was pleased with his 
revitalised front end, and so was I. In my 
opinion, these early Silver Shadow/T 
Series cars had a number of desirable fea- 
tures — picnic tables, eye-pleasing interior 
door trimming and hardware, and certain 
other details that are obviously superior to 
those of the later models. 

A few words of thanks to those who 
helped — Greg for his mechanical mind 
and willingness; Bryce for advice and 
well-timed humour; Elwyn for expertise 
and a well-equipped workshop; and two 
words (actually one word twice) for 
Manuela’s contribution: yum yum. i 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


is Uae 2 ea 
1921 Springfield Silver Ghost (53AG) Rolls- 
Royce Custom Coach Works Pall Mall tourer. 
Burgundy with black leather. Unique oppor- 
tunity to own a sporty Silver Ghost with 
incredible history. Sold new in Los Angeles 
and owned in the 1930s to 1985 by Pacific 
Auto Rentals for motion picture work. 
Photographed with such notables as Clark 
Gable, Frank Sinatra and Adolph Menjou. 
Recent complete cosmetic restoration. Excel- 
lent mechanics. Low miles. $US140,000. 
Charles S. Crail Automotives, Santa Barbara, 
California. +1-805-568-1934 or FAX 
+1-805-568-1533 


1921 Silver Ghost (76/JG) complete rolling 
chassis with all instruments, lights, etc., with 
all numbers matching, in running order. 
Partially completed restoration project. Tim- 
ber frame completed for new tourer body in 
keeping with original Australian style. 
$115,000. Lachlan Ely 03-9720-0320 (h) 
03-9879-3993 (w) or 0418-36-6721 


Lean 


1927 Phantom | (27RF) Martin & King 
limousine. Attractive in Malaga with black 
mudguards, Plating, paint, woodwork etc. in 
perfect condition. Will trade later model with 
cash adjustment. $95,000 o.n.o. Boyd 
Rassmussen 07-4151-4067 


1935 20/25 (GBJ78) Thrupp & Maberly 
saloon. Interesting history. One owner since 
1958. Maintained by Alex Brown (please con- 
tact Alex for detailed report, 02-9743-3121). 
Original in every important detail with great 
foundation for restoration. May registration. 
$70,000. Joy Donald 02-9358-8521 


1949 Bentley Mk VI (B235EW) James Young 
saloon coupé, design number C.10. Com- 
plete, in process of full body-off restoration. 
Chassis in good running order with brakes, 
clutch, gearbox and fuel tank already done. 
Many new parts including grille, boot and 
floor pans, and much timber work. Offers 
around $20,000. Alastair Angas 
08-8842-2859 or FAX 08-8842-1294 


Cars For Sale 
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1949 Silver Dawn (SBA62) Maroon with 
beige leather interior. Bare metal respray, 
complete interior restoration, immaculate 
condition. Extensive mechanical work. Same 
owner last 11 years. $50,000. Stephen 
Schlicht 03-9853-9318 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B333FU) rolling 
chassis, no body, suitable for rebodying or 
parts. Lachlan Ely 03-9720-0320 (h) 
03-9879-3993 (w) or 0418-36-6721 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B385FU) Silver grey, 
maroon pinstripe. Was dismantled and 
resprayed a few years ago, garaged since 
when not in use. All exterior brightwork re- 
chromed and excellent. Very good mechani- 
cally. Interior including woodwork good other 
than fading/ageing of front seats. Tyres near 
new. Original toolkit, handbook and manual. 
$27,000. Barry Phair 02-9691-9456 (w) 
02-9887-3667 (h) 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B61KL) cream, red 
interior. One owner last twelve years. Good 
interior and mechanicals. Vic. reg. WO-600. 
$29,000 o.n.o. Mark Niall 03-9819-6127 


1953 Bentley R-type (B453SP) two-tone 
silver-grey. Original hide, new leather-bound 
Wilton carpets, perfect woodwork including 
picnic tables. Manual gearbox. Sunshine 
roof. Twin stainless steel exhaust system. All 
tools, spares, handbook, leather luggage. 
89,000 miles. A1 order. $50,000. Keith 
Genders 08-8364-2674 or FAX 08-8323-7791 


1953 Bentley R-type (B319TO) Black with 
grey interior. New leather to front seats. Third 
owner since new. Extensive York Motors hist- 
ory. Recently overhauled automatic gearbox 
and tailshaft. Registered until September. 
$36,000 o.n.o. Peter Kemp 02-9743-8957 


1954 Bentley Continental R-type (BC55C) 
Graber drophead coupé. Burgundy with 
magnolia leather and burgundy carpets, 
Canadian Birdseye Walnut. Spring-loaded 
Oatmeal hood and rear tonneau that can be 
fitted to make the car into a two-seater 
roadster. Manual gearbox. 1954 Geneva 
Show car, very low milage from new. The only 
one of its kind in existence. £Stg145,000. 
William Quint, U.K. +44-1624-88-0523 
or FAX +44-1624-88-0813 or E-mail: 
jquint@ndirect.co.uk 


Cars For Sale 


1958 Bentley S1 (B310FA) Shell Grey over 
Steel Blue with burgundy interior. New leather 
and headlining, woodwork repolished. Power 
steering, air conditioning. York Motors 
delivery, complete history. 151,000 miles, two 
owners. Very good overall condition. $34,800 
o.b.o. Harry Cumpstey 07-5530-4846 
(‘phone & FAX) 


1963 Bentley S3 (B82DF) Tudor Grey over 
Shell Grey with grey interior. York Motors 
delivery. Mk IV air conditioning unit fitted by 
York Motors, retaining central picnic table 
under glovebox. Original handbook and 
some tools. 116,000 miles. Very good original 
condition. Serviced by McDermott’s for past 
11 years. Vic. reg. $43,000 o.n.o. lan 
Rosenberg 03-9819-2134 or 0419-50-9671 


1963 Silver Cloud Ill (SDW75) drophead 
coupé (converted from saloon by Pilkington, 
U.K.). Midnight Blue with blue top and red 
leather upholstery. Electric windows. Original 
radio, complete toolkit. Condition 1, totally 
restored and ready for show or driving enjoy- 
ment. $US140,000. Neal Kirkham, Saratoga, 
California. +1-408-378-0890 


1977 Silver Shadow Il (SRH30264) Honey 
Gold with brown leather. Original Kellow- 
Falkiner display/demonstrator car. All books 
and tools. Mascot alarm. 159,000 km. Excel- 
lent condition. $35,000. Todd Ware 
03-6263-5008 


Market Place 
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Cars For Sale 


1977 Silver Shadow II (SRH30480) Regency 
Bronze with beige leather. York Motors (Syd- 
ney) delivery. Vic. reg. Owned 1979-95 by 
Col. Sir Malcolm McArthur, Australian Army. 
Original handbook, service history, etc. 
196,000 km. Very good condition. $28,000 
0.n.o. Steven Bilston 03-9397-1716 


1984 Silver Spirit (ASEO9240) Goid over 
Walnut with virtually unmarked magnolia 
piped brown interior. Stunning car. 116,000 
miles. $59,500. Daryl Tempest-Mogg 
02-6343-2235 


land Green over Silver Sand with cream 
upholstery. Immaculate condition. Grille and 
bumpers painted Silver Sand, two of the 
special features for the 1986 Melbourne 


Motor Show. $115,000 o.n.o. George 
Hutchison 03-9336-7411 or 03-5348-1547 or 
mobile 015-88-6369 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Twenty Horsepower roadster, any 
condition. Reg Harris 03-9818-2403 (h) 
03-9882-3332 (w) 


Wanted: Bentley T Series, middle 1970s. No 
objection to some restoration mechanical or 
body. Harry Cumpstey 07-5530-4846 (‘phone 
& FAX) 


Wanted: late Silver Ghost or early Phantom I. 
Prefer Continental style body in well above 
average to very good condition. John Virgo 
08-8252-3414 (h) or 0418-81-9759 or 
0419-81-9759 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 


Parts For Sale 


Bentley T/T2 vented hubcap, $100; Silver 
Shadow/Bentley T workshop manual, $100; 
badge bar, $25; Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
starter motor, needs work, $50; Silver 
Shadow/Bentley T heater/air conditioning 
blower motor, $50. Bill Norman 0419-41-9787 


Radiator shell for Silver Shadow Il, Silver 
Wraith Il or Corniche. Complete with vanes 
and badge but less mascot. Excellent condi- 
tion. $2,000. John Elliott 02-6921-4635 


For Bentley Mk VI: tool-tray, less tools; r/h front 
wing, some accident damage. Tony David- 
son 08-8332-5550 or FAX 08-8332-5545 


For Bentley Mk VI/R-type: chrome cigar 
lighter, $30; central rear-view mirror, large 
rectangular, not convex, $40; radiator shell, 
slight repair needed plus chrome, $400; grille 
vanes, $500; radiator shel! badge, $100. 3 x 
Cold Tread retread tyres, 6.70 x 16, very deep 
machine cut tread, never used, $55 each; 1 
x Bandag retread, 6.70 x 16, 9 m.m. tread 
depth, never used, $55 each; 2 x similar, 
used, 6 m.m. tread depth, $45; 4 x Olympic 
Air-Ride 6.70 x 16 tyres, some life left and suit 
retreading, $10 each. John Cameron 
02-9523-5067 


Silver Ghost steering worm and nut, 3-start, 
beautifully engineered by Frank Cooke (Mas- 
sachusetts). The only solution for Ghost with 
excessive/dangerous slack in steering. As 
bought ($1,300), not used. David Forward 
08-8339-3162 (‘phone & FAX) 


Literature For Sale 


Sales literature: SCII/S2, maroon spiral 
bound; Bentley Continental, grey spiral 
bound; SCIII/S3, white cover; all $110 each. 
S1 4 page leaflet, $80; S3 folder, $30; 
Shadow, silver cover, $100; Guide to R-R/B 
models, blue cover folder, $20; reversible 
brochure, red SCIl & PV/green S2, $120; 
‘Dual Purpose’ Silver Cloud folder, $25; A 
New Look at Rolls-Royce Motoring (SCIIl), 
$100; reprints from Autocar, Autosport, 
release by R-R on SC, S and Shadow, $30 
each; maintenance chart, 31% Litre to R-type, 
$30; lube chart, PI to SCIl, $30; Chassis Num- 
bers Booklet, $30; R-R Bulletin Dec. 54, Jan. 
57, $90 each; History of a Dimension, S.H. 
Grylls, $25; History of R-R Motor Cars, Vol. 1, 
Morton, $80; W.O. Bentley autobiography, 
$30; Great Marques - R-R, Wood, $10. Ray 
Zeffert O8-8258-3370 or FAX 08-8258-5976 or 
Email rayzef@iweb.net.au 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality colour or 
black & white prints are acceptable. Please 
do not send negatives or transparencies. 
For return of photo, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Services 


Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders' materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 

Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Jonathan White makes hand-made number- 
plate frames of 4%" angle brass with brazed 
mitred corners, prepared to perfection prior 
to plating. 3mm clear acrylic for plate protec- 
tion. Any size catered for. $65.00 plus 
postage. 07-5534-4441 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height contro! valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $236. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qid. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07 1-61-2512 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 11% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members are 
charged $15.00 for anon-commercial ad of 
reasonable length. Photographs may be 
included free of charge to members, $15.00 
for others. Where applicable, cheques 
made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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PRA‘CLARVM 
Display Advertising 
If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car 
for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display 
advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 
in a number of other countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted on computer disc 
or in camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid out 
to your requirements on the Club’s computer system as a 
free service. Compare these highly competitive and 
economical rates (colour extra): 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring DISC Inner hub plate 


Air valve 
extension 


Curved 


orn 
Spanner=/ 
All you need to fit new Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your ° Bentley 
Pre-WWII Classic. * Jaguar 


: Hispano-Suiza 
Write, phone or fax ° Tagen 


for full infomation. e a Size: Cost per issue: 

LMARR DISK,LTD nisi Full Page - $410 

PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 

Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 Half Page - $230 
= Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Martin Bennett, 
‘Allambi’, 
RMB 3310, 
Goulburn, 
New South Wales 2580 


‘Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 


IF YOU WANT THE 
BEST 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration 
and component rebuilding to the 
highest standard. 

No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 
parts for all models. 


R.A.MCDermott & Co. 


Sales: 649 Chapel Street, South Yarra, Vic. 3141 Tel: (03) 9804 7977 
Melbourne Workshop: 420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 
Sydney: 8 Hunt Street, Surrey Hills, N.S.W. 2010 Tel: (02) 212 7200 


3222 PRACLARVM 


INCI TS: BORIS! <a ©“TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Best Kept Secret PTY. LIMITED 


of 30 Years 
Revealealll wy Servicing the World’s Finest Motor Cars 


2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 
Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of rae ipo 


used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce i ae 
fyb ay 


and Bentley spares. 

Virtually everything on hand, immedi 

-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 

Knowledgeable assistance and 13 STIRLING STREET, THEBARTON, S.A. 5031 
personal service always. Tel: (08) 8234 5600 


* Restoration candidates and drivable RHD Fax: (08) 8234 5607 


peg piped: pinteplnee cars oa (Formerly Dew St, North. Off West Thebarton Rd and Phillips St.) 
° , Aira a jpments Dally. ae 
+: Phone Galle oF Fox Prefewed. Email: timotors@senet.com.au 


ARTS CO FOR ALL POST-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE & 
; BENTLEY MOTOR CARS. PRODUCER / 
O.E.M. DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR. 


Ree WORLD LEADER IN RESTORATION ITEMS 


Weather Strips & Seals For All Post War Std. & Custom 
Bodied « Complete Weatherstrip Packages e- Glass e« 
Workshop Manuals « Handbooks « Show Car Details « Light 
Maintenance items « Reconditioned Used Parts « Million 
Dollar Inventory of New Old Factory Stock thru Spirit/Spur 


Engine Bearings 41% mains .030 $375/set , 4% mains .020 $325/set. 

Post War 6 cyl. Rod Bearings Std. $350/set Thrust Washers - 66% discount $100/set of 4 
Cloud/S, R-type Trunk Seais $39. Shadow/T Trunk Seals $29. 

Early Shadow Hubcaps -non-vented- New $275.each 

Early Bentley “T" Hubcaps- non-vented- near mint $225.each 

Cloud/S Tune-Up Kit $55.(points, condenser, rotor, upright cap) 


ALL R.R.O.C.0.A. MEMBERS RECEIVE OUR WHOLESALE / TRADE PRICES! 
Visa / Mastercard welcome, Westpac (Aus.) deposit avail., $U.S.D. or $Aus., No problem. 
International shipments leave daily(Air Post, UPS, & Heavy consolidation available.) 


REPLACEMENT PARTS CO. (MAIL) P.O. BOX 152 
PHONE: 0011-1-770-459-0040 (—14 HOURS) VILLA RICA, GA 
FAX: 0011-1-770-459-8935 30180 U.S.A. 


3-98 3223 PRECLARVM 


Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 
@ e Be Benit 
Neil McLean Automotives™ 
Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (08) 9250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (08) 9250 1404 


If you love your classic vehicle 
we've got the insurance. 


{">. j wee ’ @ Agreed value means agreed value. If 
eee? the car is a total loss you will receive 
the full sum insured. 
@ You have the option to choose your 
own repairer. 


@ Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 

@ In the event of total loss of the vehicle 
you have an opportunity to purchase, 
depending on the policy. 

@ No blame excess. 

@ Laid up cover for vehicles being 
restored or repaired. 

@ Free windscreen one per year without 
excess. 


vintage & veteran vehicle enthusiasts since 


1970 and we've developed a great insurance Ring Shannons for a 
package at a very competitive price. free quote today ! 


INSURANCE Insurer: Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 


AGENTS 
pee se Victoria (03) 9584 7266 New South Wales (02) 9958 7666 Northern Territory (08) 8981 3000 
AND AUCTIONS Queensland (07) 3892 2776 South Australia (08) 82949000 | Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 


Tasmania (03) 6223 8333 Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 
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ON ALL 
WORKMANSHIP 


LIFETIME 
GUARANTEE 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE 
CONTACT BRIAN McMILLAN 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs Pty Ltd 


27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, N.S.W. 2046 


25- 


Print Post Approved PP229219 100048 


(02) 9744 5517 


Facsimile 


: (02) 9744 5111 


Telephone 


UNION OFFSET CO. PTY. LTD 


2609 


rl 


Fyshwick 


Lodgement Office: Canberra Mail Centre, 


02) 6280 6733 


( 


20 PIRIE STREET FYSHWICK ACT 2609 


